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Certain homes have an undeniable 
wow factor. That instant appeal tends to 
be noticeable the moment visitors pull up 
to the curb, and it might be a byproduct of 
homeowners’ willingness to embrace the 
latest exterior design trends.

Trends come and go, but recognition of 
the current fashions can help homeowners 
create that highly sought-after wow fac-
tor. The following are some recent trends 
in home exteriors that have helped hom-
eowners set their properties apart.

Wood
Natural wood has undeniable appeal, 

and it hasn’t only found newfound de-
votion among home interior decorators. 
Natural wood garage doors create a sense 
of warmth and can set a home apart from 
others with steel doors, which tend to be 
the most popular garage door material. In 
addition to the garage door, natural wood 
entry doors and wood decks are popular 
ways to impart this classical, warm look 
to a home’s exterior.

Painted brick
Like natural wood, brick is a tradition-

al material that’s both sturdy and classi-
cal. But homeowners can add character to 
brick with a coat of paint, which has be-

come a popular trend in recent years. Light 
tones tend to be most popular when paint-
ing bricks. The experts at Better Homes 
& Gardens note that this could prove a 
long-term commitment if homeowners so 
desire, as a properly painted brick exterior 
could last as long as 20 years.

Hardscaping
Hardscaping isn’t a new trend, but it 

has been trending in recent years. Hard-
scaping is an umbrella term that includes 
everything from outdoor living rooms to 
incorporating natural stone into a land-
scape. Outdoor living rooms are one hard-
scaping trend that has become increasing-
ly popular of late. These spaces serve as 
an extension of indoor living spaces. The 
home improvement experts at HGTV note 
that recently homeowners have looked to 
create covered outdoor rooms that can be 
enjoyed more frequently than patios or 
decks that are not protected from the ele-
ments.

Outdoor lighting
It makes sense that individuals looking 

to spend more time enjoying their proper-
ties outdoors would want more lighting 
outside. Ambient outdoor lighting can be 
utilized throughout a property. Such light-

ing can light up walkways and driveways 
and be used to light up landscaping fea-
tures like trees and gardens. 

Home design trends tend to be fickle. 

But recognition of the current trends in 
exterior home design can set homes apart 
and turn properties into awe-inspiring 
places to enjoy the great outdoors. 

Popular trends in home exteriors

POPULAR PROJECT. Outdoor living spaces are one popular hardscaping 
trend that figures to remain sought-after for years to come.

Outdoor living spaces were pri-
oritized during the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when public 
gatherings were greatly limited and in-
dividuals were urged to stay home as 
much as possible. Such demands have 
had a ripple effect on various indus-
tries, including home design. Accord-
ing to a survey conducted by the New 
Home Trends Institute in collabora-
tion with Pro Builder, 58 percent of the 
more than 300 residential architects, 

designers and design-minded builders 
who participated said connection to 
the outdoors/nature will be an impor-
tant influence on their design choices 
in the years to come. In addition, 45 
percent of respondents indicated in-
creased attention will be afforded to 
outdoor entertaining spaces. 

So what might the outdoor spaces 
of homes built in the not-so-distant 
future look like? Respondents to the 
survey anticipated a growing demand 
for various built-in outdoor features, 
including:

• Firepits or fireplaces
• Outdoor kitchens
• Gazebos or pergolas
• Pools
• Spas or hot tubs
Though trends and consumer de-

mands are ever-shifting, architects and 
designers are anticipating that future 
homeowners will want more devel-
oped outdoor living spaces and greater 
access to nature, which is something 
current homeowners can keep in mind 
when renovating their properties.

The role of nature in home design in the years ahead 

STAYCATION. Since the beginning ofo COVID-19, more people are  
opting to stay at home instead of taking trips. Improvements such as new 
patios, firepits and swimming pools are popular now.
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Spring cleaning tips and tricks
Spring is a time of year 

when change is in the air. 
Trees are budding, plants are 
flowering, and homes laden 
with dark or heavy fabrics 
and clutter could use some 
lightening up. 

Spring cleaning projects 
are popular this time of year 
as residents take inventory of 
their living spaces and aim to 
declutter, clean and increase 
efficiency. Some people find 
the prospect of getting orga-
nized overwhelming. Here 
are some tips that can help 
anyone master spring clean-
ing.

•Create a plan. Make 
a checklist and establish a 
cleaning plan of attack. Focus 

on areas that are not regularly 
cleaned, as they probably 
need a little attention.

•Assemble your cleaning 
kit. Spring cleaning can be 
slowed down considerably 
if you don’t have all of your 
equipment at the ready. Items 
to have on hand include an all-
purpose cleaner, concentrated 
cleaner, microfiber cloths, 
paper towels, mop, vacuum, 
dusters, and a squeegee. Ad-
just your equipment based on 

the task at hand.
•Curate your cleaning 

playlist. Create a playlist with 
songs that will get you mov-
ing and motivated to clean.

•Work from top to bot-
tom. Work efficiently by 
cleaning shelves, ceiling fans 
and other elevated items first, 
as dust and debris will trickle 
down and need to be cleaned 
next. 

•Purchase or rent a car-
pet cleaner. According to the 

experts, carpets help filter 
indoor air by trapping debris 
and allergens. By deep clean-
ing carpets, homeowners can 
improve the indoor air quali-
ty of their homes. Use a carpet 
cleaner on a warm, dry day so 
that windows can be opened 
and cross breezes will help 
dry the damp rug.

•Clean windows. Wash 
windows inside and out and 
utilize their screens to help 
brighten indoors spaces.

•Deep clean the kitchen. 
Clean out and disinfect the re-
frigerator by wiping it down 
with warm water and baking 
soda or a vinegar-and-water 
solution. While in the kitchen, 
set the oven to the self-clean 
function so it becomes cleaner 
as well.

Homeowners also can 
focus on cleaning curtains 
(including shower curtains), 
steam-cleaning upholstery, 
removing clutter from clos-
ets, cleaning out the dryer 
vent and duct tubing, wiping 
inside kitchen drawers, and 
vacuuming under beds and 
other furniture.

Spring cleaning can bring 
the revitalizing nature of this 
beloved time of year into your 
home. 

SPRING CLEANING TIME. Anyone can master spring  
cleaning, it just takes organization and a plan.

Each year, gardening en-
thusiasts anxiously await the 
arrival of spring. Spring is 
a great season to plant new 
flowers, plants, grasses, and 
trees, making it a popular 
time of year to spend sunny 
days out in the yard.

Veteran gardeners may 
know their landscapes well 
and be able to pick the right 

Tips to pick the right plants for your landscape

CHOOSE YOUR PLANTS WISELY. The maintenance 
required to keep a plant healthy and looking good is a 
key consideration when designing a landscape.

plants on their own. Novices 
may need a little help as they 
look to give their landscapes 
a whole new look. The fol-
lowing are some helpful tips 
to help homeowners pick the 
right plants for their land-
scapes.

•Conduct a site evalua-
tion. A colorful landscape fea-
turing an array of plants and 

flowers can be eye-catching 
and add curb appeal to a 
property. However, where 
plants will be planted is a sig-
nificant variable that must be 
considered before homeown-
ers choose what to plant. The 
Center for Agriculture, Food, 
and the Environment at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst notes that site eval-
uation is the first step when 
picking plants. A number of 
factors must be evaluated, in-
cluding light availability; wa-
ter availability; exposure to 
the elements, including wind 
and extreme temperatures; 
and competition from exist-
ing vegetation, among other 
things. Document these vari-
ables prior to picking plants. 
For example, take note of the 
area you plan to plant to see if 

it is full sun or partial shade, 
and then pick plants whose 
growing conditions align 
with those you observe.

•Look at more than looks. 
Aesthetic appeal might be 
what homeowners most de-
sire from their landscapes, but 
that appeal is only achieved 
when the right plants are cho-
sen for a space. If the wrong 
plants are chosen, they’re un-
likely to thrive or they could 
threaten existing vegetation, 
thus compromising the over-
all appeal of the property. Na-
tive plants can often handle 
local weather conditions, so 
prioritize natives over more 
exotic plants whose key at-
tribute is aesthetic appeal. 
If jaw-dropping aesthetic 
appeal is your top priority, 
speak with a local landscap-

ing professional about which 
natives can provide that with-
out compromising surround-
ing vegetation.

•Consider maintenance 
prior to planting. Mainte-
nance is another variable gar-
deners must consider. Newly 
planted trees may require 
substantial watering until 
they’ve fully established their 
roots, and some homeowners 
may not have time for that. 
In addition, certain plants 
may require a considerable 
amount of pruning in order to 
create and maintain the look 
homeowners desire. Individ-
uals must be willing to invest 
the time and effort necessary 
to maintain new plantings 
that require such diligence. If 
not, look for plants that don’t 
require much maintenance 

while keeping in mind that 
even low-maintenance plants 
still require some effort and 
attention.

•Consider local wildlife. 
If your lawn is routinely vis-
ited by local wildlife, then 
look for plants that won’t 
look like a meal to these wel-
come, if uninvited, guests. 
For example, if you routinely 
see deer lounging around 
in your backyard, look for 
deer-resistant plants. This is 
a good way to protect your 
investment, of both time and 
money, and ensure minimal 
wildlife traffic through your 
newly landscaped yard.

Spring gardens are awe-
inspiring, especially when 
homeowners embrace vari-
ous strategies for successful 
planting.  
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Homeowners renovate 
their homes for a variety of 
reasons. Renovations can in-
crease the value of a property 
and make homes safer and 
more comfortable for their 
occupants. Improvements 
also can be made to stay cur-
rent with the times or to give 
a home a new vibe.

Statista projects $510 bil-
lion will be spent on home 
improvements in 2024. The 
home improvement market 
is generating significant rev-
enue. In fact, nearly a quar-
ter of Americans opting to 
renovate their homes will 
spend an average of $10,000 
on their projects. According 
to a Home Stars Renovation 
report, 8 percent of Canadian 
homeowners who have reno-
vated have spent more than 
$20,000 on a home improve-
ment project.

Kitchens and bathrooms 
often get the most attention 
when it comes to home im-
provement. However, every 
room and space in a home 
may need a renovation at 
some point, and the follow-

Five signs it’s time to renovate

ing are five signs it’s time to 
renovate.

1. Age
The National Association 

of Home Builders states that 
50 percent of U.S. homes are 
over the age of 40. That means 
that age alone could dictate a 
need to renovate, particularly 
if some materials are original 
to the home. For example, as-
phalt roofs typically last 25 
to 30 years, while window 
frames can last 20 to 50 years 
depending on how well they 

have been maintained.
2. Inconvenient layout
Some homeowners scratch 

their heads when faced with 
awkward floor plan layouts. 
While one may live with the 
inconvenience for some time, 
typically a floor plan that 
isn’t working for the hom-
eowner is a major driver of 
renovations.

3. Outdated looks
A home can look dated 

even if it is a relatively re-
cent build. That’s because 

trends change quickly. For 
example, dark, cherry cabi-
nets that were popular just 
a little while ago have now 
been replaced by lighter 
color palettes. Homeowners 
whose homes do not match 
the looks emulated in design 
magazines may consider a 
change, particularly if they’re 
planning to sell soon.

4. Deterioration
Signs of water, storm or 

structural damage should be 
addressed as soon as possi-
ble. Any deterioration should 
be a strong indicator that it’s 
time to renovate.

5. Efficiency
Escalating utility bills 

could be indicative of an in-
efficient home. Homeowners 
can conduct energy audits 
and then improve the areas 
where energy loss may be 
occurring, such as windows, 
doors, siding, and insulation.

Homeowners can reno-
vate their homes when they 
see fit, but various signs may 
warn that it’s time consider 
updating or remodeling a 
home.

Remodeling with a re-
turn on investment in mind 
can be a smart strategy for 
homeowners, whether one 
is thinking about moving in 
the next few months or fur-
ther down the road. Though 
this approach is an inexact 
science, in many instances, 
it’s savvy for homeowners 
to consider what buyers may 
want when planning home 
improvements.

Homeowners may be sur-
prised to learn which reno-
vations garner the best ROI 
at resale. The home loan and 
refinancing company RenoFi 
indicates that overall home 
improvement projects pro-
vide a 70 percent ROI on av-
erage. Many high-ROI proj-
ects add functional space and 
improvement. The following 
are some exterior renova-
tions that help homeowners 
recoup the most money at 
resale, according to Remod-
eling magazine’s “2022 Cost 
vs. Value Report.”

1. Garage Door Replace-
ment: 93.3 percent recouped 
of $4,041 cost

2. Manufactured Stone Ve-
neer: 91.4 percent recouped 
of $11,066 cost

3. Siding replacement (Fi-
ber Cement): 68.3 percent re-
couped of $22,093 cost

4. Window replacement 
(Vinyl): 67.5 percent re-
couped of $20,482 cost

5. Siding replacement (Vi-
nyl): 67.2 percent recouped of 
$18,662 cost

6. Window replacement 
(Wood): 66.3 percent re-
couped of $24,388 cost

7. Deck addition (Wood): 
64.8 percent recouped of 
$19,248 cost

8. Entry Door Replace-
ment (Steel): 63.8 percent re-
couped of $2,206 cost

The majority of reno-
vations on Remodeling 
magazine’s list of the best 
investments are exterior ren-
ovations, making this area 
of a home a particular point 
of interest for homeowners. 
The only interior project that 
cracked the Top 10 ROI for 
projects was a minor mid-
range kitchen remodel.

Exterior renovations per-
haps add the most bang for 
your buck because they’re 

Exterior renovations that boast the best ROI
not only functional, but also 
because they add immedi-
ate curb appeal. Much in the 
way it has been said people 
eat with their eyes first — 
which is why chefs spend 
so much time on elaborate 
plating — buyers will judge 
a property by how it looks 
when they arrive, even be-
fore they’ve stepped inside a 
home. In essence, home buy-
ers often judge a book by its 
cover. A worn exterior may 

indicate to potential buyers 
that the home was not main-
tained, however false that as-
sumption may be.

It’s important for home-
owners to consider all factors 
before beginning a renova-
tion. Certain projects offer a 
stronger return on invest-
ment than others, and that’s 
a significant consideration 
for homeowners thinking of 
selling their homes.
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919-570-7400
www.NeuseTile.com

Beautiful, reliable installations
backed by local, Five-Star Qualifications.

Going the Extra Mile for Your Tile Since 1964.

Whitney Farms® Organic
Raised Bed Mix,
1-1/2 Cu. Ft.
7505977

2 FOR $2000
$10.00 each

1120 US Hwy 1, Youngsville Crossing 
Youngsville

919-554-1541

402 S. Bickett Blvd. 
Louisburg 

919-496-7920

Your Choice
$2199

Ace 6 Cu. Ft. Poly 
Wheelbarrow

$6999

-$5  WITH ACE  REWARDS CARD

7331739

SALE NOW thru MARCH 31, 2023

Flex PasteTM , Flex Seal®
Flex Tape® or Flex Glue® 
Rubberized Sealants
Flex Shot Rubberized Sealant
6266985, 6266993...$16.99 each

7006233

EGO Power+  
56 volt 15 “
POWERLOADTM

String Trimmer

7804818

 
each
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Turf Builder® 
Southern 
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Covers 5000 sq. ft. 7149438
Limit 2 at this price

SALE $2499

-$5 WITH ACE REWARDS CARD

$1999

$1499
each

$6499

7104045

each

 

Ace Yard & Garden Tools
7011414, 7011273, 7012818, 7012859

  

Wood
chippers

 EGO Power+  
56 volt 765 CFM 

Handheld Blower

 
$32900

Ace 22” Steel Tine 
Rake or 24” Poly 
Leaf Rake
74978, 7502917

 
each

Ace Landscape 
Fabric, 3’ x 50’
7024620 SALE

$699

Songbird Selections 
Bird Food, 10 Lb.

8039225, 8039226,
8039227, 8039229,
8039234, 8039236,
8039237

 
each

EGO Power+  
56 volt Select Cut 

Touch Drive
Self-Propelled 

Mower
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7006686

EGO Power+
ST1502SA 15 “

56 V Battery
String Trimmer
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$19900

EGO Power 
Touch Drive 21 in. 
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Propelled Lawn 

Mower
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7015865

WE SERVICE 
ALL BRANDS 
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$1899

Your Choice
$1199
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$24900

 
$39900

Includes: 2.5Ah 56V 
ARC Lithium™ Battery 
and Charger

Includes: 7.5 amp lithium-ion battery with 
rapid charger; up to 60-minute run time;
21” multi-blade cutting deck; Rear bag, 
side discharge and mulch capability

Includes:  7.5Ah 56V ARC 
lithium battery and rapid 
charger; up to 60-minute 
run time; 21“cut with 
side discharge mulch 
and rear bag 
capability

Includes: 5.0Ah 56V ARC Lithium™ Battery 
and Charger; high-efficiency brushless motor

Includes: 5.0Ah 56V ARC Lithium™ Battery 
and Charger

7026058

Includes: 2.5Ah 56V 
ARC Lithium™ Battery 
with Fuel Gauge and 
Charger, Rapid Reload 
Head

 
each

Miracle-Gro® 
Potting Mix 
1 Cu. Ft. 

2 FOR 
$1500
$7.50 each

 CHAINSAW KIT
EGO Power+ 

CS1804 18 in.  
56 V Battery & 

Charger

  

GET ORGANIZED. When it’s time to renovate, have a 
good plan and don’t be afraid to ask for help.

REPLACE GARAGE DOORS. Garage door replace-
ment is a top renovation project that will increase your 
return on your investment.

Though plants might 
not seem like the first 
thing individuals think 
of when they ponder 
long-term investments, 
perennials can be just 
that. The home and gar-
den experts at HGTV 
note that some peren-
nials can live for a very 
long time. For example, 
according to HGTV, the 
colorful flowering plant 
peony, despite a bloom-
ing season that usually 
lasts just seven to 10 
days, has been known 
to survive for 70 to 100 
years. Hostas are an-
other popular perennial 
because they require 
little maintenance, and 
that extra free time can 
add up over the course 
of the hosta’s life, which 
can exceed 15 years. 
Long-living perenni-
als are not necessarily 
unusual, but gardeners 
should know that many 
perennials, and particu-
larly those character-
ized as “short-lived,” 
tend to live around 
three years.

Plants are 
investments
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The interior of a home 
may be where homeown-
ers and their families spend 
the majority of their time, 
and there’s no denying that 
a well-planned interior goes 
a long way toward making a 
house a home. However, the 
exterior of a home, including 
its landscaping, can serve as 
a source of pride and catch 
the eye of prospective buy-
ers when the home hits the 
market.

It’s easy to walk past a 
home with an eye-catching 
exterior and assume the ho-
meowner has a green thumb 
or has spent lots of time and 
money working on the land-
scaping. Though that may be 
true, oftentimes it’s the sim-
plest strategies that make all 
the difference. Homeowners 
can keep these strategies in 
mind as they look to trans-
form the exterior of their 
homes.

• Dress up the walkway. 
A longer walkway can give 
guests a strong first impres-
sion of a home and won’t 

Simple landscaping strategies that can transform your home
break the bank. Create new 
planting beds and plant 
bright plants and flowers 
along each side of the walk-
way. If it’s necessary and 
within budget, lengthen the 
walkway to create the feel of 
a more grandiose entryway.

• Make things more sym-
metrical. A messy landscape 
can give a poor first impres-
sion, even if the area features 
some beautiful plants. In 
such instances, a little effort 
to make things more sym-
metrical, with equal parts 
grass and vegetation, can 
create a cleaner, more invit-
ing look.

• Mulch your flower and 
tree beds. Mulch is a rela-
tively inexpensive but effec-
tive way to add aesthetic ap-
peal to a landscape. Freshly 
mulched beds beneath trees 
and flowers creates a clean 
and organized look, and the 
mulch also serves a practi-
cal purpose, as it reduces 
weed growth and helps the 
soil retain moisture so plants 
stay healthy and look bet-

ter throughout the warmer 
months when rainfall may 
not be steady or significant.

• Plant shade trees. Shade 
trees can be especially use-
ful when selling a home. The 
shade provided by trees can 
shield grass from blistering 
summer sun, potentially 
helping it stay green. A lush 
green lawn appeals to buyers 
and gives the impression the 
home has been well main-
tained. In addition, shade 
trees can be used to create 
the look of a backyard oasis. 
A well-placed bench beneath 
a large shade tree can entice 
buyers who want a relaxing 
spot to enjoy warm summer 
days outdoors without get-
ting a sunburn. 

• Consider maintenance. 

The more exotic an exterior 
landscape is, the more main-
tenance it’s likely to require. 
Lawn and garden enthusi-
asts may not be turned off 
by landscape features that 
require steady maintenance, 
but homeowners who don’t 
have much time for such 
work should keep things 
simple. A poorly maintained 
landscape, even if it includes 
exotic plants and elaborate 
designs, will adversely affect 
curb appeal. Another feather 
in the cap of low-mainte-
nance landscape features is 
they could prove more ap-
pealing to prospective buy-
ers, who may view elabo-
rate, exotic landscaping as a 
lot of extra work they won’t 
want to do.

Some simple landscap-
ing strategies can help ho-
meowners transform their 

home exteriors without re-
quiring a significant invest-
ment of time or money.
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If some of the evergreens 
in your yard have an orange 
or bronze appearance it isn’t 
necessarily cause for alarm. 
The plants could have been 
moderately injured from se-
vere cold temperatures dur-
ing the winter. Throughout 
the winter months wind 
forces moisture out of plant 
leaves.  Sometimes this process is so fast that the plant 
can’t replace the moisture that is lost quick enough and 
the green chlorophyll within the leaf dies. The orange color 
then shows through.  This is the same carotenoid orange 
color we see during autumn in deciduous trees and shrubs 
but it is masked by the green chlorophyll. Frozen soil will 
also prevent roots from taking up water and has the same 
effect on plant leaves. Having a mulch layer around your 
evergreen shrubs in winter can reduce the amount of time 
the soil surrounding the plant is frozen. Winter burn or in-
jury is particularly noticeable on boxwoods. It is also no-
ticeable on eastern red cedar as well.  Creating a windbreak 

Fire blight can be a dev-
astating disease on trees and 
shrubs within the Roseaceae 
(Rose) family. This includes 
plants such as quince, cherry, 
pear, apple, and roses. All of 
these are susceptible to the 
bacterium Erwinia amylov-
ora or fire blight. Fire blight 
attacks the blossoms, leaves, 
shoots, branches, fruits, and 
roots of plants. One of the 
first noticeable symptoms 
is during spring when blos-
soms become wilted and 
turn black. During the grow-
ing season, you will see the 
growing tips of shoots and 
twigs begin to wilt and form 
what looks like a shepherd’s 
crook. Eventually an entire 
limb will give the appear-
ance that it’s been burned 
with a blow torch; hence the 
name given to this disease. 
The bark at the base of infect-
ed branches become water-
soaked, sunken, and eventu-
ally dry out. Cracks will also 
develop along the edges of 
the canker. Fruit remaining 
on infected branches will 
ooze a milky substance and 

eventually shrivel and mum-
mify and remain attached 
to the branch. During hot & 
humid conditions branches 
will begin to ooze this sub-
stance as well. This ooze 
contains the bacteria of the 
disease. The bacteria over 
winter in cankers on infected 
trees. The bacteria are then 
transported by rain, wind, & 
insects to other parts of the 
plant. The disease enters the 
tree through natural open-
ings, wounds, and flow-
ers. The bacteria can sur-
vive through the winter in 
sunken cankers on infected 
branches. It is recommended 
to prune out diseased limbs 
at least 6-8 inches below the 
site of infection. Also, make 
sure to sterilize your prun-
ers after each cut with a 
1:10 Clorox solution. If you 
know fire blight is present 
limit application of nitrogen 

Colby
Griffin
NC Cooperative
Extension
Horticulture Agent

Winter injury damage on evergreen plants

The problem with fire blight

for evergreen plants during the winter can help reduce this 
damage to these plants.  There isn’t anything you can do to 
reverse this damage.  The plants appearance will begin to 
improve once new growth immerges to mask the damage.

Fire blight damage

fertilizer as this encourages 
succulent growth which is 
most susceptible to infec-
tion. There are also chemi-
cal copper and bactericides 
available for use as well. 
For additional horticulture 
information, please contact 
Colby Griffin, colby_griffin@
ncsu.edu. 919-496-3344.

Wammock
Utility Buildings

wammockutilitybuildings.com

Come see us for all 
your storage Needs!

We have a variety of  
styles, colors and sizes!

401 Kenmore Ave., Louisburg • 919-496-2061

RENT TO OWN

We  
Deliver

Custom built on-site • Factory Direct #1 Grade Materials
Engineered Approved Truss & Floor System

Downtown Louisburg

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

• Lawn & Grass Seed • Lime
• Wheat Straw • Fertilizer
• Bedding Plants
• Garden Seed
• Pine Straw

We’ve Got It All – to Seed That
New Lawn or Boost That Old One!

LARRY’S
SERVICE 

COMPANY
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTOR

LARRY WILDER
Owner
larrysserviceco@hotmail.com
HVAC LICENSE #9358-H2-H3
REFRIGERATION LICENSE #1962

(252) 438-8955
924 S. WILLIAN STREET

P.O. BOX 1697
HENDERSON, NC 27536

FAX (252) 438-7468

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Dealer/Business Name
Street Address
City, ST Zip
Phone Number
Website/Email

Save big on our versatile BX Series lineup with performance-matched 
attachments. Kubota tractors are rated #1 for durability and owner 
experience in the U.S.* Stop in for a demo and a great deal on select 
models today.

There are many jobs. 
And one tractor to do 
them all.  

- 4 Color Print Ad, Small (4” wide x 5.5” high)
- Includes additional headline and image options.
- Space is limited, confirm all your updates appear by clicking the 
Refresh Preview button.

Once complete, click Finish button. 
***Download format must be DOWNLOAD PDF for the correct file 
type to submit to your print vendor or publication.***

$0 DOWN   0% APR   UP TO 72 MONTHS

SAVE UP TO $800
PLUS

BX Series       16.6-24.8 HP

KubotaUSA.com
*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2023. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. 
financing for up to 72 months on purchases of new Kubota BX2680 and BX1880 equipment and $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 
months on purchases of new Kubota BX23s and BX2380 equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified 
purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval.  Example: 72 monthly payments of $13.89 per $1,000 
financed. Customer instant rebates include Orange Plus Attachment Instant Rebate of $300 with purchase of the second qualifying new 
implement and $500 for the third new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply.  There is no rebate on the first implement purchased. 
Offers expire 06/30/23. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and 
warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and 
product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com. 

LOUISBURG 
TRACTOR

EST 1951

CURB APPEAL. Dressing up your walkway with new plants 
and mulch is a great way to improve the look of your yard.
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There are many important 
native pollinators within your 
home landscape. One you may 
not be familiar with is the ma-
son bee.

The mason bee is one of 
over 4000 species of native 
bees in the United States. Un-
like the more well-known 
honeybee, mason bees are 
more efficient pollinators. 
They are active in pollinating 
plants even during cool and 
wet conditions. The honey-
bee is most active during dry 
conditions and when tempera-
tures exceed 50 degrees. Plus, 
mason bees and other native 
pollinators will visit certain 
plants that honeybees don’t 
forage. Other examples of na-
tive pollinators are the digger 
bee, leafcutter bee, squash 
bee, sweat bee, and of course 
the bumblebee. The mason 
bee differs from a honeybee 
in that it carries pollen on its 
back rather than on its hind 
legs.  Mason bees are solitary, 
cavity-dwelling bees meaning 
they do not live in hives.   All 
female mason bees are solitary 
queens. Each female performs 
all of the duties that an entire 
honeybee hive might under-
take such as gathering pollen 
and nectar and laying eggs. 
She lays her eggs in reeds and 
natural holes they find in the 
landscape. The queen mason 
bee ensures that her eggs are 
protected by sealing the en-
trance hole with mud. Mason 
bees build their nests near one 
another; however, there is no 
sharing of nests. These bees do 
not forage for miles like hon-
eybees; mason bees only travel 
about 300 feet from their nest 
to gather pollen and nectar.

Native bees buzzing around in the landscape
Colby
Griffin
NC Cooperative
Extension
Horticulture Agent

Another native pollinator 
is the carpenter bee. If you 
have any type of wood around 
your home then you’ve prob-
ably noticed the carpenter bee 
searching for a place to make 
their nests. This becomes an 
issue when they choose your 
house or other wood structure 
on your property. Carpen-
ter bees are solitary bees and 
are not aggressive. The males 
can’t sting and the females 
may only sting if handled. 
They emerge in April and May 
with the males usually the first 
to appear. Males can be dis-
tinguished from females by 
a whitish spot on the front of 
their face.

 However, folks find them 
intimidating because of their 
large size and loud buzzing. 
Carpenter bees usually won’t 
cause serious damage but 

yearly infestations can weak-
en wood structures and make 
them unsightly. The galleries 
typically run six to seven inch-
es but may exceed one foot. 
Occasionally, several bees use 
the same entrance hole, but 
they have individual galleries 
branching off of the main tun-
nel. If the same entrance hole 
is used for several years, tun-
nels may extend several feet in 
the wood. The female bee col-
lects pollen which she mixes 
with nectar to form a ball that 
will serve as food for her off-
spring. She deposits an egg 
near this pollen ball and then 

seals off this section of tun-
nel with a partition made of 
chewed wood. She constructs 
additional cells in this manner 
until the tunnel is completely 
filled, usually with six to sev-
en cells. These adult bees die 
in a matter of weeks. The eggs 
hatch in a few days and the off-
spring complete their devel-
opment in about 5 to 7 weeks. 
The new generation of adult 
bees begin to emerge in later 

summer. Although the bees 
remain active, feeding on pol-
len in the general area, they do 
not construct new tunnels, but 
may be seen cleaning out old 
tunnels which they will use 
as overwintering sites when 
the weather turns cold. They 
are attracted to unpainted and 
weathered wood and prefer 
cypress or pine. Painted and 
pressure treated woods aren’t 
as likely to become a host for 

the bees. The adults will over-
winter in the wood inside the 
old nest tunnels. They emerge 
in spring to mate and make 
new tunnels to lay eggs. The 
longer the bees are allowed 
to colonize an area the more 
damage that will be done to 
the wood. Keep in mind that 
carpenter bees are a beneficial 
insect in that they are excel-
lent at pollinating. However, 
if you must control them paint 

or stain any exposed wood to 
try and deter activity. If they 
are still an issue, spray an in-
secticide like carbaryl (Sevin) 
or bifenthrin (Talstar) into the 
holes and close them with 
putty. You may need to treat 
several times to get an infesta-
tion under control. Also, when 
using pesticides be sure to fol-
low the manufacturers label 
in mixing and applying the 
product.

Mason bee

Carpenter bee

Wake Electric 
is committed to
YOUR POWER.
24 hours a day  /  7 days a week  /  365 days a year

Nowadays, some of us take electricity 
for granted. Wherever you go, it follows.
That’s because your electric co-op is here.
Learn more about the power of 
your co-op membership.

WEMC.COM

919-496-1527
www.dickersonbuildersinc.com

PO Box 326 • Hwy. 39
Bunn, NC 27508

Specializing in
CUSTOM BUILT 

HOMES and
COMMERCIAL 

BUILDINGS

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

__________ FREE ESTIMATES __________

AgRIculTuRAl & coMMERcIAl BuIldIngS   
STEEl RooFIng

1825 Hickory Rock Rd  •  Louisburg, NC 27549

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

A.B. Hair Carpets
Residential & Commercial

203 US Hwy. 1
Norlina, NC 27563

Phone:
(252) 456-3307

Mon 8 am-8 pm
Tues-Fri 8 am-5:30 pm

Closed Sat & Sun

Carpet
Luxury Vinyl Tile

Laminate
VCT

Hardwood
Sheet Vinyl

JJC Roofing & Repair
Justin Weathers
FOR ALL YOUR  
ROOFING NEEDS

SPECIALIZING IN 
METAL & SHINGLE ROOFING 

FOR YOUR
HOME OR BUSINESS

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

www.jjcroofing.com 
jjcroofing123@gmail.com (919)727-0946
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www.garrettsgaragedoors.com
919.853.3058 or 919.291.2409

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE

INSTALLATION

GARRETT’S
GARAGE  DOORS,  INC.

24 Hour Service

Locally Owned & Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

www.BobcatVinnie.com

DEMOLITION         STRUCTUREof anyof any
Swimming pools, mobile homes, barns, etc... 
Drainage Solutions, Gravel Driveways

919-761-7192

Spring marks the return 
of lawn and garden season. 
Lawns often bear the brunt of 
winter’s wrath, so spring is a 
great time to nurse them back 
to health, and fertilizing can 
be an essential component of 
that process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be in-
timidating. An array of fertil-
izers, with each seemingly de-
signed to address a different 
issue, can make homeowners’ 
heads spin when visiting their 
local lawn and garden center. 
However, fertilizing is a very 
simple task that any home-
owner can tackle. In fact, fears 
about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome 
with some basic knowledge of 
the process. 

•Identify which type 
of grass is in the yard. The 
home improvement experts 
at HGTV note that turfgrass 
is divided into two catego-
ries: cool-season grass and 
warm-season grass. A local 
lawn and garden center can 
help homeowners identify 
which type of grass is in the 
yard, and this often depends 
on location. Fescue, bluegrass 

and perennial ryegrass are 
some examples of cool-season 
grasses, while Bermuda, ba-
hia, St. Augustine, and zoysia 
are considered warm-season 
grasses. Identifying which 
type of grass is in the lawn is 
important because that will 
indicate when to fertilize. 
Cool-season grasses are typi-
cally best fertilized in early 
spring, while warm-season 
lawns can benefit from an ap-
plication just before especially 
warm temperatures arrive.

•Survey the lawn to iden-
tify which spreader to use. 
A small yard or a thriving 
lawn with only a few bald 
or unsightly patches may 
not need a full application of 
fertilizer. In such instances, 
a hand spreader can suffice. 
For larger lawns and areas, a 
broadcast spreader is the ideal 
option. Spreaders have multi-
ple settings, and the fertilizer 
package will indicate which 
setting to utilize when using 
the product.

•Test the soil prior to pur-
chasing fertilizer. The lawn 
experts at Pennington® note 
that a simple soil test can re-

The basics of fertilizing a lawn

FEED YOUR LAWN. Fears about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome with some basic knowledge 
of the process. 

veal soil pH and phosphorous 
and potassium levels. Soil 
tests can be purchased at most 
home improvement stores 
and lawn and garden centers, 
and they can help homeown-
ers determine which fertilizer 
will most benefit their lawns. 

•Water the lawn prior 
to fertilizing. The experts at 
Scotts® recommend a good 
watering a few days prior to 
fertilizing a lawn. Such an 
approach ensures the soil is 
ready to accept the fertilizer 
once it’s applied.

•Follow the instructions 

carefully. Detailed instruc-
tions are typically provided 
on fertilizer product packag-
ing. Once homeowners have 
identified and purchased the 
product they need, they can 
simply follow the instructions 
on the packaging, including 
how and when to water after 
application, which can make 
fertilizing less intimidating. 

Fertilizing in spring can 
help a lawn recover from the 
previous summer and winter, 
ensuring it’s lush and green 
when summer entertaining 
season arrives.

Home renovations provide a host of benefits. Such proj-
ects can increase resale value and improve on the safety, aes-
thetics and functionality of a home.

Some homeowners may employ the mantra “go big or go 
home” when they embark on home improvements, thinking 
that only the largest renovations produce noticeable change. 
But that’s not the case. Various smaller renovations can pro-
vide a lot of bang for homeowners’ bucks as well.

•Countertops (and hardware): A complete kitchen over-
haul may stretch some homeowners’ budgets. However, 
changing an older countertop for a new material can pro-
vide the facelift a kitchen needs. And while changing the 

cabinets may be hom-
eowners’ ultimate goal, 
swapping hardware in 
dated finishes for newer 
handles and pulls can 
provide low-cost appeal.

•Paint: Painting a 
space is an inexpensive 
improvement that adds 
maximum impact. Paint 
can transform dark and 
drab rooms into bright 
and airy oases. Paint 
also can be used to create 
an accent wall or cozy 
nooks. Homeowners 
also can showcase their 
personalities with their 
choice of paint colors.

•Lighting: Hom-
eowners should not 
underestimate what a 

change in lighting can do. When rooms or exterior spaces are 
illuminated, they take on entirely new looks. It’s worth it to 
invest in new lighting, whether it’s a dramatic hanging light 
over the dining room table or task lighting in dim spaces.

•Weatherproofing: Improving windows, doors, weather-
stripping, and insulation in a home can offer visual appeal 
and help homeowners save money. The initial investment 
may be significant, but those costs will pay off in energy sav-
ings. According to One Main Financial, space heating is the 
largest energy expense the average American homeowner 
has, accounting for around 45 percent of all energy costs.

•Mudroom: Turn an entryway into a more functional 
space with the addition of cabinets, benches or custom-
designed storage options that perfectly fit the area. Cubbies 
and cabinets can corral shoes, umbrellas, hats, bags, and 
much more.

•Accent updates: Any space, whether it’s inside or out-
side a home, can get a fresh look with new decorative ac-
cents. Invest in new throw pillows and even slipcovers for 
living room sofas. Use new tile or paint the brick on a fire-
place in a den, then update the mantel with decorative dis-
plays. Purchase wall art that can bring different colors into a 
room. Change the cushions on deck furniture and buy color-
coordinated planters.

These subtle changes will not cost as much as full-scale 
renovations, but they can still help homeowners transform 
their homes.

Small renovations 
that make a big impact

Paint can transform a room

$1399

$399

REG. $2499.95
Over 35 Sofa Sets in Stock and  
Ready for Immediate Delivery 

MARCH MATTRESS SALE!

NO SALES 
TAX!

PAY BY CASH AND YOU PAY

SAMS WILL PAY FOR IT AS AN
ADDITIONAL BONUS.

NO INTEREST
FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS

OR, OPEN AN ACCOUNT WITH

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
- APPLY TODAY -

OR, USE OUR OWN NO CREDIT NEEDED PAYMENT PLAN

10” CUSHION
FIRM

11” COMFORT
PLUSH

or 

Queen Mattress
YOUR  

CHOICE

All Sizes Available
TWIN • FULL • KING

$899
REG.  $1999.95

Stylish Oversized Chaise Sectional

REMOTE  
WIRED POWER  

ADJUSTABLE BASE
with queen  
mattresses

MARCH 
Furniture & Mattress

MADNESS
As Mania unfolds our Showrooms keeps getting more and more new  

furniture & mattresses every day and we are slashing prices right off the top 
with savings up to 70% and more. It’s going on TODAY and this Weekend!  

MULTI LEVEL SHOWROOMS
515 S. GARNETT ST.

DOWNTOWN HENDERSON
252-762-0500

SamsFurnitureNC.com

Celebrating

22
years
2001 - 2023 All Credit Terms subject to approval. Minimum monthly payment required.  

Some items similar to illustration. Prior sales excluded. Se store for details.LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

3 Colors Available

FURNITURE  •  MATTRESSES  •  APPLIANCES & MORE!
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FAST DELIVERY • PAYMENT OPTIONS • SERVICE SECOND TO NONE

2 miles south of Bunn on NC 39

for even more choices 
for your home & garden.

           Great Selection of
Spring 

Flags
and

Wind Spinners

www.chrisgreenhouse.com

Visit our Gift Shop Bulk Mulches
Hardwood, Red, Chocolate, 

Premium Brown;
Decorative Stone; Gravel; Topsoil

Buy Bulk • Big Savings!

Time To Plant Perennials

Wide Selection of

Hanging
Baskets

Monday-Saturday 8:30-5:00
252-478-4649

Geraniums 
Are Ready!
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