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HOME & GARDEN

(Family Features) A homeown-
er’s motivation for taking on a re-
modeling project can vary greatly, 
but there’s one universal rule of 
thumb: home upgrades should add 
value, function or both. This step-by-
step guide can help ensure you get 
the maximum return on your invest-
ment and make the most of your re-
model.

Step 1: Identify Reasons for Re-
modeling

Deciding whether to undertake 
simple aesthetic changes or a full 
remodel can be difficult. One of the 
best ways to decide is to figure out 
why you are remodeling in the first 
place, whether it’s to make your new 
house feel more like home or to up-
date an outdated kitchen. 

Step 2: Consider Timing
Many variables can impact the 

timing of your project, including the 
climate and exact nature of the job. 
For example, foundation work is 
easier when the ground is cold dur-
ing winter. Spring tends to be busy 
for the construction industry, so you 
might pay premium rates for labor 
and materials, but it’s also the per-
fect time to get a project done that 
you can enjoy throughout the sum-
mer. Summer months are ideal for 
indoor projects out of the heat. Also 
consider factors such as personal or 
professional obligations, or even an 
event for which you need the project 
completed.

Step 3: Set Your Budget
Every home is unique in struc-

ture, age, quality and craftsmanship, 
which all impact the price of a re-
model. Since no one can see through 
walls before demolition, the quote 
you receive may not be 100% accu-
rate. However, a qualified remodel-
ing company will be forthcoming 
about potential challenges. Account 
for these adjustments by planning 
for a 10% cushion, just in case. 

Step 4: Hire the Right Team
To help ensure you find the right 

company for the job, do your re-
search. Referrals from friends and 
family are one way to find a remod-
eler. Resources like the National As-
sociation of the Remodeling Indus-
try provide unbiased information 
that can help you find qualified, cer-
tified remodelers in your area. With 
more than 5,000 member companies, 
the organization represents profes-
sional remodelers who adhere to a 
strict code of ethics. Many hold certi-
fications in remodeling, kitchen and 
bath design and lead carpentry. 

Step 5: Establish a Written Agree-
ment

Most companies insist on a con-
tract to protect their own interests, 
but if they don’t, you should. In ad-
dition to defining the scope of work 
and budget, a contract ensures all 
parties are on the same page with ex-
pectations about factors like timing, 
liability in the event of an accident 
and other practical matters. Contrac-

tors also often provide guarantees 
of workmanship, so find out what 
they cover for how long and include 
this information in your work agree-
ment.

Step 6: Understand the Plan 
Keep the lines of communication 

open between you, the remodel-
ing contractor and the work crew. 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Let 
them know your family’s schedule 
and circumstances that may affect 
their work, such as pets. Make sure 
to specify the best way to reach you 
and how often you wish to commu-
nicate about your project.

Step 7: Complete the Project
When the remodel is almost fin-

ished, walk through the area and 
note any adjustments that need 
made while the contractor is still on 
site. You should also take another 
look at the contract and confirm 
you have signed permits, receipts, 
change orders, lien waivers, war-
ranties and manufacturers’ guides at 
your disposal.

Find more remodeling advice and 
contractors in your area at remodel-
ingdoneright.com.

Source: National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry

Steps to prepare for a home remodel

Take the time to plan ahead when remodeling and your project will go better.
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How to clean when faced with a shortage of supplies 
In light of concerns 

about COVID-19, various 
health organizations have 
issued specific instruc-
tions on how to main-
tain personal safety and 
cleanliness. These recom-
mendations involve using 
common household prod-
ucts to sanitize homes, of-

fices and public spaces. As 
people take such precau-
tions, many are stocking 
up on extra essentials — 
resulting in shortages. 

Everything from hand 
sanitizers to paper tow-
els may be hard to find 
on grocery store shelves, 
leaving some to wonder 

what they can do to re-
main safe without sanitiz-
ers? 

The Environmental 
Protection Agency states 
that coronaviruses are 
some of the easiest types 
of viruses to kill because 
they have an envelope 
around them that enables 

them to merge with other 
cells and infect them. If 
that protective coating 
can be disrupted, the vi-
rus can’t do its job. For 
those having trouble find-
ing well-known cleaning 
agents, these alternatives 
may suffice.

Hot water and soap
The reason hand-wash-

ing is at the top of the list 
of sanitizing methods is 
because it is so effective 
at washing away viruses 
and bacteria. Friction 
from scrubbing with soap 
and water can help break 
the protective envelope, 
states the EPA. Soap and 
water can clean all sur-
faces in a home, especially 
when applying a little ex-
tra elbow grease.

Hydrogen peroxide
As people clear isopro-

pyl (rubbing alcohol) off 
the shelves, do not dis-
count hydrogen peroxide. 
The CDC says household 
hydrogen peroxide at 3 
percent concentration can 
deactivate rhinovirus, the 
virus that causes the com-
mon cold, within six to 
eight minutes of contact. 
Coronavirus might be as 

easy to destroy as rhinovi-
rus, so hydrogen peroxide 
may be effective at com-
batting that virus as well.

Natural items can be 
used for general clean-
ing, but have not been 
endorsed for use on CO-

VID-19 disinfection. In 
lieu of shortages, white 
vinegar, baking soda 
pastes and citrus oils and 
juices could fill the void of 
chemically-based cleans-
ers for other home tasks.
Source: Metro Creative Graphics

LARRY’S
SERVICE 

COMPANY
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTOR

LARRY WILDER
Owner
larrysserviceco@hotmail.com
HVAC LICENSE #9358-H2-H3
REFRIGERATION LICENSE #1962

(252) 438-8955
924 S. WILLIAN STREET

P.O. BOX 1697
HENDERSON, NC 27536

FAX (252) 438-7468

Renovations that are 
Welcoming And Smart! 

www.RWSconstruction.com
RWS@RWSconstruction.com
919-795-6640, Youngsville

Friendly expert staff serving you since 1958.

LUMBER | VINYL WINDOWS | ROOFING | PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES | CARPET & VINYL | LAMINATE FLOORING | WALLPAPER | PAINT | HARDWARE

85 NC 561 HWY • LOUISBURG NC 27549 • 919-496-5726
MONDAY - FRIDAY  7am-5pm  •  SATURDAY 7am-12pm  •  SUNDAY Closed

INTERIOR FLAT
$2699

gallon

Low splatter. Washable.  
Low odor/low VOC. Maximum hide. 

Long-lasting finish. Interior Flat.
While supplies last. 

2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

INT. EGGSHELL
$2899

gallon

Low splatter. Washable.  
Low odor/low VOC. Maximum hide. 

Long-lasting finish. Int. Eggshell.
While supplies last. 

2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

INT. SEMI-GLOSS
$3099

gallon

Low splatter. Washable.  
Low odor/low VOC. Maximum hide. 
Long-lasting finish. Int. Semi-Gloss.

While supplies last. 
2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

SCORE BIG         BUY TWO

EXT. SEMI-GLOSS
$3099

gallon

High hiding. Low splatter.  
Durable finish. Low-temperature 

application. 100% Acrylic.
While supplies last. 

2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

EXTERIOR SATIN
$2899

gallon

High hiding. Low splatter.  
Durable finish. Low-temperature 

application. 100% Acrylic.
While supplies last. 

2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

when
you

Ad good 
through  
4-15-20

2nd GAL.
HALF

PRICE
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HALF

PRICE
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HALF
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EXTERIOR FLAT
$2799

gallon

High hiding. Low splatter.  
Durable finish. Low-temperature 

application. 100% Acrylic.
While supplies last. 

2nd gallon must be of equal or lesser value.

2nd GAL.
HALF

PRICE

Serving Franklin County and surrounding areas
Insured 

Over 30 Years Experience
merlinostile@gmail.com

Gary Merlino 
Owner/Master Installer

919-323-0845

MERLINO’S TILE & MARBLE, INC.

Did you know? 
Many lawns contain 

a mixture of the roughly 
one dozen types of differ-
ent grasses. According to 
the lawn care experts at 

Scotts®, knowing which 
type of grass they have 
in their yard can help 
homeowners more effec-
tively manage and care 
for their lawns. But with 
so many lawns contain-
ing a mixture of grasses, 
how can homeowners 
know exactly what’s mak-
ing up that green carpet in 
their yards? Scotts® notes 
that lawns typically fall 
into one of two catego-
ries: warm-season grasses 
and cool-season grasses. 
Warm-season grasses are 
those that thrive in regions 
where the climate tends 
to be especially warm, 
such as the southern Unit-
ed States. Cool-season 
grasses are those that are 
at their best in climates 
that experience extreme 
temperature fluctuations. 
For example, cool-season 
grasses are most likely to 
be found in the northern 
United States, as much of 
this area of the country ex-
periences cold winters and 
warm, and in some places 
very hot, summers. Home-
owners who are uncertain 
about which type of grass 
they have can consult a 
lawn care professional 
for advice. Homeowners 
who learn which type of 
grass is in their yard can 
use that information to 
determine how frequently 
they should mow and wa-
ter their lawns and which 
type of fertilizer is best-
suited to their lawns.

 

Hardware Farm & Ranch

Husqvarna 120 
16-Inch Chain Saw
38.2 cc X-Torq 
2-Cycle Gas Powered

$179.99

Prices good 
thru 4/30/2020

Husqvarna MZ54 Zero Turn Mower
23 HP Kohler engine, 54 inch cutting deck
Hydro-gear transmission
Maneuverability, efficiency and convenience

Reg. $4,699.00

Sale $4,199.00

450 Main Street, Bunn, NC • 919-340-0710
Monday-Friday 7AM-7PM • Saturday 7AM-5PM

Husqvarna 122HD45
Hedge Trimmer
Husqvarna 122HD45 is a low noised 
and light weight hedge trimmer 
for domestic use with easy to use 
functions such as Smart Start®.  

$299.99

FREE PICK UP and DELIVERY! We Service ANY BRAND of Mower.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
CENTER ON-SITE!

WE REPAIR ALL BRANDS!
Mowers, Tillers,

Chain Saws, Trimmers

ONLY 
$149.95 plus tax

Oil change • Oil filter change • Sharpen blades • Air filter check
Replace spark plugs • Belt inspection • Check carburetor • Grease all fittings
• Check starter & charging system Our Service Tech has over 30 yearsexperience. Choose Do it Center next time you need service orrepair work!

MOWER SERVICE SPECIAL!
OFFER GOOD 

ANYTIME!

GarDen SeeDS

Blue Seal, 
Purina 

& Mule City 
Feeds

Purchase by 
weight!

$25.99
gallon

all Purpose 
Fertilizer 
10-10-10
50 lb. bag

$12.99

Lawn Starter 
Fertilizer 

16-4-8
40 lb. bag

$13.99
Pine Straw

$3.99 bale

Kentucky 31 
Fescue Grass 
Seed

agri-Mectin 
Paste Horse 

Wormer
(1.87% Ivermectin)

$3.99 per tube

2.0 cubic ft. bag

3/$10.00
20 lb. Propane 

               Grill
                Cylinder 

                 refill

evergreen Flags

nemix 
Dog 

Wormer
2 oz. 

98% Germination
50 lb. bag
$58.99

$11.99
Sassafras Black Scroll Mat

Jolly Gardner
Top Soil

1 cu.ft. bag

5/$11.95

MULCH:
Hardwood, Pine,  

Pine Mini Nuggets, 
Black, Brown, Red

Field 
Fencing

$129.99
47”x330’

per roll $4.99 each
50 or more

Wooden
Fence
Post

3”/31/2” x 61/2’

High
Tinsel
Wire

4,000’ roll
$109.00

$12.99

Tray $11.99 each
Doormat Insert $6.99 each

Jolly Gardner
Potting Soil
1 cu.ft. bag

3/$8.97

Jolly Gardner
Cow Manure
1 cu.ft. bag

3/$8.37

Pratt & Lambert
Pro-hide 

Flat
exterior

Paint

NEW INVENTORY JUST ARRIVED!NEW INVENTORY JUST ARRIVED!
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Avid gardeners know 
that compost can add vi-
tal nutrients to soil used 
in gardens, container 
plants and lawns. The 
fact that compost is so 
versatile and nutrient-
dense may not even be 
its most admirable qual-
ity. Made from items used 
in and around the house, 
compost costs just about 
nothing to produce.

The raw materials 
that make up compost 
come from organic waste. 
These can be disposables 
from the garden and 
kitchen, as well as other 
areas around the house. 

What can and cannot be composted
According to the United 
States Environmental 
Protection Agency, yard 
trimmings and food 
scraps add up to 20 to 30 
percent of the municipal 
solid waste in the United 
States. Turning waste into 
compost not only helps 
the landscape, but also 
the planet.

Compost is relatively 
easy to make, and there 
are scores of materials 
that can be put into com-
post. But it is just as essen-
tial to know which ingre-
dients cannot be used in 
compost.

Okay for compost
Most organic materi-

als, or items that were 
once living, can be used 
in compost. Plant-based 
items used in cooking, 
such as potato peelings, 
carrot skins, banana 
peels, cocoa hulls, coffee 
grounds and filters, corn 
cobs, apple cores, egg 
shells, fruit peels, kelp, 
and nut shells, can be 
added to compost.

Other items from 
around the house, like 
unused kitty litter, hair, 
shredded newspapers 
and cardboard, leaves, 
flowers, paper, pine nee-

dles, ashes, and sawdust, 
can be successfully added 
to compost. Stick to items 
that are not treated heav-
ily with chemicals.

Should not be used in 
compost

Inorganic and non-
biodegradable materials 
cannot go into compost. 
These are items like plas-
tic, glass, aluminum foil, 
and metal. Pressure-treat-
ed lumber, although a nat-
ural material, is treated 
with preservatives and of-
ten pesticides that can be 
harmful if they leech into 
the garden.

The small-gardening 
resource Balcony Garden 
Web indicates coated or 
glossy printed papers, 
such as those from cata-
logs, magazines, wrap-
ping paper, marketing 
materials, and business 
cards, should not be 
added to compost piles 
because of the chemicals 
and inks used in these 
pages. 

Planet Natural Re-
search Center says to 
avoid pet droppings 
from dogs and cats. Ani-
mal products like bones, 
butter, milk, fish skins, 

and meat, may decom-
pose and start to smell 
foul. Maggots, parasites, 
pathogens, and other mi-
croorganisms can form in 
the compost. These mate-
rials also may attract flies 
and scavenger animals. 
Plus, they decompose 
very slowly.

Any personal hygiene 
products should be avoid-
ed because they are taint-
ed by human fluids and 
that can pose a health risk.

While weeds are not 

harmful in compost piles, 
there is the risk that seeds 
can germinate and then 
infiltrate garden beds 
when the compost is 
used. The same can be 
said for tomato plants and 
some other hardy fruits 
and vegetables.

Compost is a winner 
in the garden and around 
the landscape. Learning 
which ingredients can 
and can’t be added to 
compost piles is useful for 
any gardener.  

Compost is relatively easy to make, and there are scores 
of materials that can be put into compost. But it is just 
as essential to know which ingredients cannot be used 
in compost.

Spring marks 
the return of 
many things. 
Trees and flowers 
begin to bloom 
again in spring, 
while warmer 
temperatures are 
welcomed back 
with open arms. 
Grass also begins 
to grow again in 
the spring. That 
means it’s not too long be-
fore homeowners have to 

The dangers of mowing too low

dust off their lawn mow-
ers and get to work. Those 
who don’t necessarily 

enjoy mowing the 
lawn may be tempt-
ed to cut their grass 
very low, as doing 
so can mean longer 
intervals between 
mowing sessions. 
However, mowing 
grass too low can 
have a very adverse 
effect on a lawn.

• Cutting too 
low can injure the 

grass. Cutting grass too 
low can injure the grass, 
creating what’s essentially 
a domino effect of prob-
lems to come. Injured grass 
will focus on its recovery 
efforts, thereby making it 
vulnerable to other issues.

• Cutting too low pro-
motes weed growth. In-
jured grass is vulnerable to 
invaders, including weeds 
and insects. Weeds and in-
sects can attack grass as it 
recovers from injury, and 
before homeowners know 
it, their lawns are over-
come with a host of prob-
lems. 

• Cutting too low al-
lows crabgrass to thrive. 
Crabgrass needs ample 
sunlight to grow. By cut-
ting grass too low, home-
owners may unknowingly 
be promoting crabgrass 
growth. Crabgrass is un-
sightly and can rob sur-
rounding grass of the 
moisture it needs to grow. 
So lawns cut too low may 
not only lose their lush 
appeal thanks to the un-
attractive appearance of 
crabgrass, but also because 
areas surrounding the 
crabgrass patches might 
turn brown due to lack of 
water.

• Cutting too low can 
stress the grass. Cutting 
too low also makes lawns 
vulnerable to summer 
heat. Without blades tall 
enough to block some of 
the summer sun, grass can 
quickly succumb to sum-
mer heat, leading to dried 
out, discolored lawns.

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

• Lawn & Grass Seed • Lime
• Wheat Straw • Fertilizer
• Bedding Plants
• Garden Seed
• Pine Straw

We’ve Got It All – to Seed That
New Lawn or Boost That Old One!

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Together we do more.

Get a great deal on the versatile new MX Series, featuring a spacious operator 

platform and a climate-controlled cab for year-round comfort. Demo one today.

PLUS

Care for your land. For a price 
that cares for your wallet.

The New MX Series       55.5-63.4 HP       Factory cab available

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota MX Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock 
inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 � nanced. 
Customer instant rebates of $1,000 are available on qualifying cash or � nance purchases. Additional instant rebate of $700 are available with purchase of two new qualifying 
implements. 1st implement $500, 2nd implement $200. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 6/30/20. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota 
disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product 
information, consult your local Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.

$0 DOWN   0% APR   60 MONTHS

SAVE UP TO $1,700

LOUISBURG TRACTOR
1931 US HWY. 401 S.

LOUISBURG, NC 27549
919-496-3594 • www.louisburgtractor.com
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(919) 340-0676
$94*

WE SERVICE All MAjoR BRAndS

Spring
Pre-Season

Cooling
Tuneup

*Call for details

Licensed & Insured

per system-
residential only and 

$74 for each 
additional system

Sales-Service-Installation • Residential & Commercial
Maintenance Agreements • Replacement Specialist

FINANCING AVAILABLE • FREE ESTIMATES
www.alfordmechanical.com

Offer good 4/2/20 to 6/30/20

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

919-570-7400 
  

www 

Beautiful, reliable installations  
backed by local, Five-Star Qualifications. 

Going the Extra Mile for Your Tile Since 1964. 

 ST
NEUSE TILE 
SERVICE INC.

919.556.4700 • winslowhomes.com • 140 East Main Street, Youngsville, NC 

We brought selections under one roof to make  
it a great experience for our customers. Our idea 
inspiring Design Studio along with the expertise 
of your very own design consultant will make the 
process SIMPLE and FUN! We will help you create 
the home you’ve been dreaming of!

Don’t wait, get started today by calling to  
schedule an appointment with our sales team!

OUR NEW
DESIGN STUDIO

DESIGN • BUILD • LIVE

Just one of the many reasons  
you should choose Winslow Homes!
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(Family Features) As 
people become more ac-
tive during the warmer 
months, keeping home 
safety top of mind can 
sometimes go by the way-
side. However, when it 
comes to fire and carbon 
monoxide safety, you can 
never be too prepared.

Whether you are just 
beginning to take a stron-
ger safety-first approach 
or looking to upgrade ex-
isting home safety equip-
ment, keep these tips in 
mind as you spruce up 
your home for the season. 

Don’t Just Check 
Batteries, 

Check the Alarm  
It’s a good idea to re-

view your safety equip-
ment and ensure every-
thing is in good working 
order at least a couple 
times each year. For exam-
ple, every type of smoke 
alarm must be completely 

replaced every 10 years 
whether it’s hardwired 
into your home or operates 
on a battery. New smoke 
alarms commonly come 
with built-in 10-year bat-
teries, meaning no battery 
changes, but it’s a good 
idea to test the units regu-
larly. In fact, most manu-
facturers recommend 
weekly. You can also use 
this time to double-check 
the gauge on your fire ex-
tinguishers, replace batter-
ies in flashlights, test secu-
rity systems and replenish 
first-aid kits.

Inspect and Repair 
Outdoor Areas

Set aside time to evalu-
ate any damage or poten-
tial hazards as the weather 
warms. For example, fallen 
tree branches and leaves 
can become trapped in gut-
ters and pose a fire hazard. 
Shutters and fences can 
also weaken over time. To 

make sure they’re in good 
working condition, check 
that they are securely fas-
tened. 

Take Advantage of 
Smart Technology

According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, 40 years ago peo-
ple had an average of 17 
minutes to escape a home 
fire, but today the average 
has decreased to about 3 
minutes due to synthetic 
materials used in modern-
day home furnishings. 
To get the earliest warn-
ing of a home fire, install 
wire-free interconnected 
battery-powered combi-
nation smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms. When 
one alarm senses a haz-
ard, all alarms throughout 
the home sound in unison. 
Features like color-coded 
status rings and built-in 10-
year sealed batteries make 
Kidde’s Wire-Free Inter-
connected Alarms a smart 
solution for optimal pro-
tection. They offer simple 
setup and operate without 
the hassle of hardwiring or 
a Wi-Fi connection.

Check Appliances
While going through 

your spring home safety 
checklist, take time to 
check your appliances or 
schedule an annual main-
tenance check for your 
stove, oven, heating sys-
tem and more. According 
to the American Red Cross, 
dryers are responsible for 
approximately 9 of every 
10 appliances fires. These 

Five tips for better home safety this Spring

common household appli-
ances can collect dust, lint 
and other particles, which 
are potential fire hazards 
and can cause carbon mon-
oxide leaks.

Keep Outdoor 
Activities in Mind

Cooking on grills is a 
popular pastime, but thou-
sands of people are injured 
every year while using 

them. In fact, according to 
the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, nearly 
9,000 home fires are started 
by grills each year. Now 
is a good time to get your 
home’s grilling area in tip-
top shape. Keep a 3-foot 
safety zone around hot 
grills for children and pets, 
and have a multipurpose 
home fire extinguisher 
nearby as fires can occur 

unexpectedly. Propane and 
charcoal grills both put off 
carbon monoxide as a by-
product, so be sure keep 
your grill at least 10 feet 
from the home and ensure 
it is positioned away from 
windows, doors, vents and 
ductwork.

For more safety tips to 
better prepare your home, 
visit Kidde.com.

Source: Kidde

By: Colby Griffin
Extension Agent, Agri-

culture - Commercial and 
Consumer Horticulture

Rain gardens are won-
derful ways for homeown-
ers to recycle run-off from 
home drainage and in turn 
have an area of beautiful 
plants watered from cap-
tured water. A rain garden 
is not only beneficial to 
your landscape, but also 
in slowing water move-
ment thus reducing sedi-
ment movement into lakes, 
streams, ponds, and storm 
water pipes. If you think a 
rain garden is something 
you would like to incorpo-
rate into your landscape, 
there are some things to 
first consider.

Site selection is essential 
in having a successful rain 
garden. The best location is 
an area receiving partial to 
full sunlight, however, you 
must also keep in mind any 
underground structures 
such as utility lines already 
in place. Gardens should 
not be within 10 feet of the 
house foundation, should 
be at least 25 feet from 
septic system drain field, 
and should not be placed 
within 25 feet of a well 
head. In addition, rain gar-
dens should be constructed 
where the water table is at 
least 2 feet below the sur-
face of the soil. If you hit 
the water table when con-

structing your rain garden, 
consider turning it into a 
wetland garden instead.

Rain gardens are most 
successful in areas with 
well-drained or sandy soils 
however, they can be suc-
cessfully installed on sites 
with clay soils. Digging a 
hole and taking a sample 
of the soil is the best way 
to determine the type of 
soil you have. Since soils 
in North Carolina are vari-
able, even in the same yard, 
it is extremely important to 
note your soil type. A good 
indication of impermeable 
clay soils is by observations 
such as the site of inter-
est has standing water or 
stays saturated for several 
days after a significant rain 
event, water poured into a 
dug hole still remains af-
ter two days, or the soil is 
gray or has areas of brown 
colors. If you notice these 
signs, your garden would 
survive best as a backyard 
wetland instead.

Rain garden size de-
pends on the area you have 
and the site drainage area. 
The volume of water to be 
collected will be roughly 
equivalent to the amount of 
rain falling on impervious 
areas draining to the gar-

den location. Using string 
or spray paint, outline your 
area to ensure the proper 
size and location. The gar-
den should be dug 4-6 
inches deep with a slight 
depression in the center. A 
berm located on the down-
hill sloping side of the gar-
den should be covered with 
mulch or grass to prevent 
erosion. For well-drained 
soils, compost should be 
added to the top layer of 
the garden to allow plants 
to establish themselves bet-
ter as well as aid in water 
retention.

Once your site has been 
prepared planting can be-
gin. It is important to note 
that plants must be able 
to tolerate fluctuating lev-
els of soil wetness. Native 
plants are a good choice 
since they are used to the 
environmental conditions 
and pests in the area. Plant-
ing several different species 
of native plants give depth 
and dimension to your gar-
den as well as increasing 
the natural population of 
beneficial insects.

For more information 
about horticulture contact 
Colby Griffin at 919-496-
3344 or colby_griffin@ncsu.
edu.

Rain Gardens in your landscape

JJC Roofing & Repair
Wesley Weathers
FOR ALL YOUR  
ROOFING NEEDS

SPECIALIZING IN 
METAL & SHINGLE ROOFING 

FOR YOUR
HOME OR BUSINESS

Free
Estimates 

Fully Insured

www.jjcroofing.com 
jjcroofing123@gmail.com (919)497-6799

Geraniums 
Are Ready!

2 miles south of Bunn on NC 39

for even more choices for 
your home & garden.

         
         

Great Selection of 

Spring
 Flags

www.chrisgreenhouse.com

Visit our Gift Shop Bulk Mulches
Hardwood, Red, Chocolate, 

Premium Brown
Brick Nuggets, Gravel, Topsoil

Buy Bulk • Big Savings!

Time To Plant
Perennials

Wide Selection of

Hanging
Baskets

Monday-Saturday 8:30-5:00
252-478-4649

Cutting edge design, proven performance and new 
innovative features combine to make lawn maintenance 

an event instead of a chore. 48 inch zero-turn, 
comfortable controls, plenty of power 21.5 HP Kawasaki 

engine, reliable startups, max speed of 6.5 MPH, ClearCut

POWER. QUALITY. DURABILITY.
$2899

Mary Creekmore
General Manager

Best Service & Parts Inventory In The Area!
309 S. Barnes Street • Nashville, NC 27856
252-459-2713 www.stricklandequip.com

Husqvarna Z248F Zero Turn

125B

$14995
Husqvarna Handheld Blower

(Sug. Retail $3399)

Customer Service 
You Can Depend On!

Service  & Warranty Repairs

“We stock and 
service consumer and 
commercial mowers. 
Visit us today for 

the best service and 
parts inventory in 

the area!”

Get your home
ready for summer!

Heating & Air 
 Refrigeration 

 Electrical
Air Conditioning 

Tune Ups
 Replacements

 Repairs

CommerCial & residential 
We Service & Install All Brands

Licensed & Insured  
Over 30 Years Experience

Mike Hunt, Owner

LOUISBURG, NC • Mike Hunt, Owner

––– Dealer of  ––– 919-496-7250 
919-215-4090

Talking to your children about the grill safety zone is just 
one of many important home safety tips.
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By: Colby Griffin
Extension Agent, 

Agriculture-
Commercial and 

Consumer Horticulture

Under warm and hu-
mid conditions, the fun-
gus, Rhizoctonia solani, 
causes brown patch on 
cool season turfgrasses 
such as Fescue and Rye-
grass and large patch on 
warm-season grasses, in-
cluding Bermuda, Centi-
pede, St. Augustine, and 
Zoysia grass.

As the name implies, 
brown patch is charac-
terized by brown or tan 
patches of diseased turf 
ranging from 2 to 3 inch-
es in diameter. Symp-
tom development varies 
according to mowing 

Managing brown patch & large patch of turfgrass
height. Turfgrass main-
tained above 1-inch show 
irregular silver-gray or 
tan lesions with a thin, 
dark-brown border. Turf-
grass that is maintained 

below 1-inch, show no 
distinct lesions but will 
exhibit dieback. All turf-
grass within an affected 
area may not be mortally 

damaged within a devel-
oping patch; therefore, 
affected turf may recover 
once disease pressure is 
reduced. Areas with poor 
air movement, soil drain-

age, and excessive shade 
are more conducive to 
disease development. 
Fertility amendments 
such as nitrogen can also 

increase disease pressure 
since a lush, dense turf is 
highly susceptible to in-
fection.

Large patch occurs 
during the spring and fall 

when warm-season turf-
grasses are entering or 
exiting winter dormancy. 
Large circular patches 
ranging in diameter from 

less than 3.3 feet to 26.4 
feet characterize the dis-
ease. Disease symptoms 
are visible on the leaf 
sheaths, where water-
soaked, reddish-brown 

or black lesions are ob-
served resulting in foliar 
dieback. Factors such as 
excessive soil moisture, 
thatch and lower turf 

canopy encourage dis-
ease development. Envi-
ronmental factors includ-
ing poor drainage, shade, 
restricted air movement, 
or excessive irrigation in-
crease disease severity.

Minimizing environ-
mental factors through 
cultural methods and 
applying a good spray 
program is the best way 
to manage this disease in 
your lawn. Few effective 
fungicides are available 
for the general public to 
use for large patch man-
agement, so emphasis 
should be placed in cul-
tural control methods. 
For more information 
about horticulture con-
tact Colby Griffin at 919-
496-3344 or colby_griffin@
ncsu.edu.

By: Colby Griffin
Extension Agent, 

Agriculture-
Commercial and 

Consumer Horticulture

Flea beetles are a vo-
racious group of early-
season pest we battle 
in vegetable gardens. 
There are several spe-
cies of these shiny, 
oval-shaped 1/10-inch 
long beetles, each en-
joying their preferred 
vegetable in the garden. 
Flea beetle populations 
are higher following a 

Flea Beetles: Tiny menace in the vegetable garden
warm winter, and dam-
age is more severe dur-
ing hot and dry condi-
tions. The crucifer flea 
beetle (Phyllotreta cru-
ciferae) affects plants 
in the Brassicaceae or 
cabbage family, prefer-
ring turnips, mustards, 
and arugula over those 
with waxy cuticles, like 
kale. The cuticle is the 
water-impervious pro-
tective layer covering 
the outer leaf surface. 
Adults feed on leaves 
and stems, leaving 
small round holes that 

heal with a silver cast. 
The damage can make 
eating them unappeal-
ing and reduce yield. 
Early plantings are 
most affected as adults 
emerge from overwin-
tering with a voracious 
appetite. Eggplant is 
another frequent vic-
tim – damage can stunt 
small plants severely. 
Flea beetles are also 
common on potatoes 
and sweet corn. Robust 
well-established plants 
may not experience 
yield reduction. Egg-
plant flea beetle shot-
hole damage. Flea bee-
tles are best managed 
with a combination of 
cultural practices and 
physical barriers. Es-
tablish spring brassicas 

away from fall plant-
ings, and rotate crops 
regularly. Place row 
covers or insect netting 
over susceptible crops 
to exclude emerging 
flea beetles. Set out larg-
er, rather than smaller 
transplants. Transplant 
eggplant into black 
plastic mulch or land-
scape fabric to speed up 
establishment. Ensure 
plants have adequate 
water and fertility dur-
ing establishment. Con-
sider fertilizing dam-
aged plants to help 
them through. Protec-
tants such as kaolin clay 
(Surround®) can also be 
used to deter flea bee-
tles. Consult your local 
Cooperative Extension 
Center for chemical rec-

ommendations, as sev-
eral effective options 
are available. 

For more informa-

tion about horticulture 
contact Colby Griffin at 
919-496-3344 or colby_
griffin@ncsu.edu.

Wake Electric 
is committed to
YOUR POWER.
24 hours a day  /  7 days a week  /  365 days a year

Nowadays, some of us take electricity 
for granted. Wherever you go, it follows.
That’s because your electric co-op is here.
Learn more about the power of 
your co-op membership.

WEMC.COM

919-496-1527

www.dickersonbuildersinc.com

PO Box 326 • Hwy. 39
Bunn, NC 27508

Specializing in
CUSTOM BUILT 

HOMES and
COMMERCIAL 

BUILDINGS
Doug & Scott Dickerson

218 S. Main St., Louisburg, NC

919-496-2253

$9500

Call now to schedule your

Plus Tax

3193 Vicksboro Road, Henderson, NC • 252-492-6166
Open 8-5 Mon-Sat

             Follow us on Facebook

www.franklinbrothers.com

Franklin Brothers Nursery
“Where Great Landscapes Begin”

Huge Springtime Savings

HERBS
Selection includes: Rosemary, 

Thyme, Basil, Sage, Parsley,
               Lavender, 
               and more $399

From

Selection includes:  Broccoli,
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Cabbage

PERENNIALS
Selection includes: Homestead 

Verbena, Daylilies, Hosta, 
Black Eyed Susans, & much more.

4 Pack or
4” Pot $199

ENCORE
AZALEAS

ROSES SELECtION
includes

HyBRId tEA &
KNOCKOut ROSES

VEGEtABLES
GARDEN SEED FOR SALE

buLk muLch Pick Up or 
Delivery

SuCCuLENtS
40+ Varieties

Our nursery is full of 
Plants for Screening and 
Foundation Planting and 

Blooming Shrubs.
Free Consultation

24, 36, 48, or 60 months

Payments as low as 
$68 per month*

*See Dealer

Wammock
Utility Buildings

Downtown Louisburg 401 Kenmore Ave. • 919-496-2061

www.wammockutilitybuildings.com

No Credit
Check!

Rent to ownRent to own

A.B. Hair Carpets
Residential & Commercial

EDWARD
EVANS

President

203 US Hwy. 1
Norlina, NC 27563

Phone:
(252) 456-3307

Carpet
Luxury 

Vinyl Tile
Laminate

VCT
Hardwood

Sheet Vinyl

LICENSED –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– INSURED

919.853.3058 or 919.291.2409

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE

INSTALLATION

GARRETT’S
GARAGE  DOORS,  INC.

24 Hour Service

Locally Owned & Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

Flea beetle damage

Brown patch in tall fescue Large patch in tall season turf
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