Page 8A

Louisburg, NC,

Thursday, October 29, 2020

Tech that makes it easier to take to the road
Gadgets and cars have
seemingly always had a
symbiotic
relationship.
As cars have evolved, so,
too, have the gadgets that
make driving more enjoyable.
The connection between cars and gadgets
has become even stronger
in recent decades, a time
marked by rapid technological advancements and
one in which car buyers
increasingly look for techfriendly cars and trucks.
Buyers in the market for
new automobiles may be
surprised by some of these
innovations that have
changed driving.
• Remote start: No one
enjoys enduring frigid

winter mornings or suffocating summer heat
as they sit in their cars
waiting for their engines
to warm up or for their
windshields to defrost. Innovation has made such
unpleasantries a thing of
the past thanks to remote
start technology, which allows drivers to use their
smartphones to start their
vehicles from inside their
homes.
• Bluetooth connectivity: Bluetooth connectivity
has been around for years,
and this advancement has
made staying connected
while behind the wheel
more convenient and more
safe. All it takes is connecting your smartphone to

your vehicle’s bluetooth.
Once that connection is
made, drivers can play

• Self-parking: Drivers who never mastered
the art of parallel parking

music, accept phone calls
and even receive text messages while keeping their
hands on the wheel and
their eyes on the road the
entire time.

need not avoid cities any
longer. Some cars now
come with self-parking
features that drivers simply turn on. Once the feature is enabled, the car will

parallel park itself.
• Blindspot monitoring: Aging drivers who
haven’t purchased a new
car in awhile but are in the
market may be thrilled to
learn that blindspots have
become a thing of the past.
Blindspot monitoring systems alert drivers of approaching cars via a light
on their sideview mirrors
and/or a sound as drivers
attempt to change lanes.
This can make it easier for
aging drivers with flexibility issues to avoid accidents when changing
lanes. Anti-collision warning systems operate in a
similar fashion, alerting
motorists, and potentially
even applying the brakes,

if the system suspects the
car is about to hit something.
• Massaging seats:
Many tech products in
vehicles are designed to
make driving safer, while
others are all about comfort. Massaging seats falls
into the latter category.
Such seats make it easy
for drivers who like long
road trips to get through
trips without succumbing
to the aches and pains that
can develop when sitting
behind the wheel for long
stretches.
Modern vehicles are
technological marvels that
can make taking to the
open road easier and more
enjoyable than ever.

What maintenance schedule does my car need?
Vehicle
maintenance
schedules vary depending
on manufacturer recommendations. In addition,
the way a car is driven
and the environment it’s
driven in can dictate if
routine maintenance like
oil changes needs to occur
more frequently or if belts
and hoses need to be replaced sooner than manufacturers recommend.
Many people drive in
ways that align with routine maintenance schedules. However, drivers

who put excessive wear
and tear on their vehicles may have to follow
a “severe” maintenance
schedule. According to
the automotive information site Car Gurus, many
manufacturers adhere to a
30-60-90 schedule, meaning certain items need to
be inspected, changed or
replaced at 30,000, 60,000
and 90,000 miles. Certain
vehicle parts wear out
at predictable intervals,
while others, such as rubber gaskets, windshield
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washer blades and tires,
will degrade at irregular
intervals.
It is generally recommended to speak with
a mechanic and discuss
driving habits to ensure
vehicles operate efficiently and at peak capacity.
The following are some
conditions that may necessitate frequent maintenance.
• Urban driving: Stopand-go traffic in an urban
setting can wear cars out
more quickly than highway driving. Experts say
lubricants found in motor oil break down rapidly under these and other
conditions, including especially hot temperatures.
• Short trips: Frequent,
short trips can take a toll
on a vehicle. Again, this
may be a problem for

Noisy brakes
Noises that seem to pop
up when applying the
brakes can be especially
scary for motorists. No one
wants to drive a vehicle
with faltering or suspect
brakes, so learning to distinguish between the two
most common brake noises
can be a wise move for
drivers.
Grinding brakes
A leading automotive
expert notes that grinding
noises indicate a serious
problem with the braking
system. There are two major causes behind the grinding noise made by brakes.
If the grinding sound is
audible when pressing on
the brake pedal, this likely
because the rotor disc is
coming into contact with

Your Home Town Tire Team
Serving Franklin County
With 3 Locations
5708 NC 96 West • Youngsville, NC 27596

919.556.6810

148 East Main St., Younsgville, NC 27596

919.435.4915

1188 US 401 South • Louisburg, NC 27549

Come Meet New Louisburg Manager Greg Ayscue

919.496.4000
www.ronniewhites.com

those who reside in cities
or bustling suburbs. Short
trips of no more than five
miles can contribute to an
accumulation of water vapor that dilutes motor oil
and adversely affects its
efficacy.
• Heavy loads: Advanced Auto Parts says
transporting or towing
heavy loads can put more
wear and tear on a vehicle.
Loads can include cargo or
passengers.
• Dusty or salty environments: Dust can accumulate in air filters and
clog internal engine components. Similarly, living
close to the coast and salt
water also can cause car
parts to rust or degrade
quickly.
• Extreme temperature
conditions: People who
reside in extremely cold

part of the caliper.
This typically occurs
because the brake pads or
rotors are extremely worn
down, causing the steel
backing of the worn out
pad to grind against the
rotor. In such instances, it
is recommended replacing
the brake pads immediately.
If the grinding noise is
audible while the vehicle
is in motion, debris might
be stuck inside the brakes.
Drivers might be able to
dislodge this debris by repeatedly moving their cars
forward and backward in a
safe place, such as a driveway. If that does not work,
have the brakes serviced by
a qualified mechanic.
Squealing
Many drivers are familiar with the high-pitched
squealing sound that comes
from their vehicles or those
of fellow motorists. That
squeal, while certainly not
music to the ears, might
be a good thing. That’s because some brake pads are
equipped with small steel
clips that serve as wear indicators. When brake pads
have worn down, these devices produce a squealing
sound to let drivers know
it’s time to get new brake
pads.
But squealing can be indicative of other things as
well. Squealing noises are
sometimes heard immediately after brake pads or
rotors have been replaced.
In such instances, the noise
typically subsides within a
day or two once the pads
have been broken in.
Glazed pads also can
create a squealing sound.
When calipers stick, the
brakes stay partially applied, producing excessive
friction or heat. The heat
causes the brake pads to
glaze.

or extremely hot climates
may find that their vehicles have to work that
much harder to operate,
reducing the life span of
automotive fluids, parts
(especially car batteries)
and the overall vehicle unless action is taken.
For those who frequently encounter these severe

conditions, switching to a
severe maintenance schedule with the guidance of
an automotive service
shop can help. The added
cost of more frequent fluid
changes and other maintenance can be recuperated
by fewer breakdowns and
the reduced need for potentially costly repairs.
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