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Home renovation 
projects are significant 
undertakings. Work-
ing with skilled and 
experienced contrac-
tors can ensure proj-
ects go smoothly 
and are completed 
promptly. Timing is a 
big consideration for 
homeowners as they 
begin renovating their 
homes, and the home 
improvement experts 
at HomeAdvisor note 
that the following are 
some general timelines 
for popular renovation 
projects.

•Home addition: 
Short of a full-scale de-
molition and rebuild, 
home additions are the 
most time-consuming 
projects homeowners 
can undertake. Ho-
meAdvisor notes that 

its survey of customers 
who recently complet-
ed home addition proj-
ects reported that the 
average time from 
start to finish was 
between three 
and four months. 
Certain variables, 
including the 
scale of the project 
and the local per-
mits process, can 
extend the time it 
takes to complete 
a home addition.

•Kitchen re-
model: Scale is 
a big factor to 
consider when 
estimating the 
time it takes to com-
plete various home 
improvement projects, 
and kitchen remod-
els are no exception. 
Some HomeAdvisor 

users reported proj-
ects taking as long as 
four months, though 
the average time re-

ported was roughly six 
weeks. Projects that re-
quire major overhauls 
like rearranging the 
plumbing and moving 
walls will likely take 

longer than more cos-
metic projects that are 
limited to replacing 
cabinets and counter-

tops.
•Bathroom remod-

el: More than 1,000 
homeowners surveyed 
by HomeAdvisor re-
ported that bathroom 

remodels took about 
4.5 weeks from start 
to finish. Small-scale 
remodels that focus on 

painting the walls 
a fresh color and 
replacing exist-
ing tiles can be 
completed in less 
than two weeks. 
But like with 
kitchen remodels, 
bathroom remod-
els that involve 
replacing plumb-
ing fixtures and 
removing walls 
figure to take 
much longer than 
that.

•Siding instal-
lation: HomeAdvisor 
users report that new 
siding projects take 
roughly two weeks 
from start to finish. 
That estimate is the 

same regardless of 
which materials hom-
eowners are replacing 
and installing.

•Replacement win-
dows: Homeowners 
who want to replace 
all the windows in 
their home can expect 
such a project to take 
roughly three weeks. 
HomeAdvisor notes 
that such a timeline 
need not concern ho-
meowners worried 
that they will be forced 
to brave the elements 
during the length of 
the project. Much of a 
contractors’ time dur-
ing a window replace-
ment project will be 
spent on upfront mea-
suring and then ensur-
ing a tight fit once the 
windows have been 
installed. 

Average timelines for popular renovation projects

Growing your own transplants from seeds 
indoors can give you a head start on your veg-
etable garden. 

Seedlings are often started indoors four to 
12 weeks before the last spring frost. A com-
mon mistake is to sow the seeds 
too early and then attempt to hold 
the seedlings under poor environ-
mental conditions (light and tem-
perature). This usually results in 
tall, weak, spindly plants that do 
not perform well in the garden. 

To obtain vigorous plants, start 
with high quality seed from a reli-
able source. Select cultivars which 
provide the plant size, fruit, and growth habit 
you want. Choose cultivars adapted to your 
area. Purchase only enough seed for one year’s 
use, since germination decreases with age. The 
seed packet label usually indicates essential in-
formation about the cultivar, the year in which 
the seeds were packaged, the germination per-
centage, and whether the seeds have received 
any chemical treatment. 

A wide range of media can be used to ger-
minate seeds. With experience, you will learn 

to determine what works best for you. The 
germinating medium should be rather fine in 
texture and of uniform consistency, yet well 
aerated and loose. It should be free of insects, 
disease organisms, nematodes, weeds, and 

weed seeds. It should also be of 
low fertility and capable of holding 
moisture, but yet be well drained. 
Purchase commercial potting me-
dia containing fine pine bark, peat 
moss, and perlite. Do not use gar-
den soil to start seedlings; it is not 
sterile, it is too heavy, and it does 
not drain well. 

Plastic cell packs can be pur-
chased to sow your seeds in. When using cell 
packs, each cell holds a single plant. This meth-
od reduces the risk of root injury when trans-
planting. Peat pellets, peat pots, or expanded 
foam cubes can also be used for producing 
seedlings. Be sure to keep the media evenly 
moist and don’t let it dry out. 

For more information on vegetable seeds 
and other topics please contact the Franklin 
County Extension Center at 919-496-3344 or 
Colby Griffin at colby_griffin@ncsu.edu.

Start your vegetable seeds now

Colby
Griffin
NC Cooperative
Extension
Horticulture Agent
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GET READY FOR 
MOWING SEASON 
WITH A NEW MOWER!

SELLS GREAT GRASS 
SEED, FERTILIZER 
and LIME at GREAT 

WE RENT:

We Sell and Service Outdoor Power Equipment

Get your home
ready for summer!

Heating & Air 
 Refrigeration 

 Electrical
Air Conditioning 

Tune Ups
 Replacements

 Repairs

CommerCial & residential 
We Service & Install All Brands

Licensed & Insured  
Over 30 Years Experience

Mike Hunt, Owner

LOUISBURG, NC • Mike Hunt, Owner

––– Dealer of ––– 919-496-7250 
919-215-4090

Renovations that are 
Welcoming And Smart! 

www.RWSconstruction.com
RWS@RWSconstruction.com
919-795-6640, Youngsville

Designing an ideal 
backyard space requires 
forethought and an eye 
for style. Knowing which 
features to include in a 
yard often boils down to 
what homeowners want 
to achieve in the space. 
Will it be a relaxing oasis 
or a central entertaining 
focal point? 

People often look to 
various structures to add 
height and visual interest 
to outdoor spaces. Hom-
eowners will likely come 
across structures like ar-
bors, gazebos, pergolas, 
and even trellises as they 
wade through the variety 
of features they can in-
corporate into backyard 
plans. Each of these struc-
tures can add appeal, but 
they also can offer shelter 
from the sun and privacy 
when enjoying the yard. 
There are significant dif-
ferences between each 
structure, so here’s an in-
depth look at what sets 

Exploring different backyard structures

OUTDOOR ENHANCEMENTS. Homeowners will likely come across 
structures like arbors, gazebos, pergolas, and even trellises as they wade 
through the variety of features they can incorporate into backyard plans.

them apart.
•Arbor: An arbor is 

one of the more simple 
garden structures. It is 
usually a frame that is 
arched or square-cor-
nered. Most homeowners 
use it as an entryway to a 
garden or even the front 
of the home. Those with 
green thumbs may cover 
the arbor with climbing 
and trailing plants. The 
Spruce says arbors date 
back to early Egyptian 
and Roman gardens and 
were used throughout 
Europe by the late 16th 
century.

•Pergola: The words 
arbor and pergola are of-
ten used interchangeably, 
but to suggest the two 
structures are the same 
would not be accurate. 
Pergola comes from the 
Italian word “pergula,” 
which means “projec-
tion.” Pergolas were once 
projected from exterior 
walls and supported on 

one side by pillars or 
columns. Today, arbors 
are usually freestanding 
units with two or four 
posts. Pergolas may be 
connected on one side to 
a home or another struc-
ture. Some are freestand-
ing units supported by 
four posts. Pergolas tend 
to be larger and offer 
more privacy and shade 
than arbors.

•Gazebo: Gazebos 
are more defined gar-
den buildings, states the 
contractor referral site 
Network. Gazebos are 
freestanding units that 
can be built in various 
shapes. Some are octago-
nal, others are square. 
Like a pergola, a gazebo 
is supported by columns 
and may have low rail-
ings or built-in benches. 
Gazebos also may have 
a more solid roof than 
arbors or pergolas, pro-
viding sun and other 
weather protection. The 

roof may have added ar-
chitectural appeal, like a 
cupola.

•Trellis: A trellis is a 
simple, geometrically-
shaped structure that 

provides a surface for 
climbing plants. A trel-
lis also may support 
fruit-bearing trees. Trellis 
work may be used in con-
junction with an arbor or 

pergola, or be installed on 
fencing.

Incorporating struc-
tures into backyard de-
signs can provide func-
tionality and appeal. 

Once the days begin 
to grow a little bit lon-
ger and the numbers on 
the thermometer creep a 
tad higher, outdoor en-
tertaining season is right 
around the corner. Ho-
meowners may be anx-
ious to once again return 
to the comforts of their 
backyards. However, 
their patio furniture may 
not be ready for loung-
ing just yet. 

Some simple clean-
ing strategies make it 
easy to brighten outdoor 
furniture made of metal, 
glass, wood, and plas-
tic. Before homeowners 
know it, their backyards 
will be ready for outdoor 
entertaining season.

Proper storage
Storing outdoor fur-

niture during the colder 

Learn the right ways to clean lawn and patio furniture
months of the year is 
a great way to protect 
items from the elements. 
This may involve care-
ful shrink-wrapping 
and keeping items out-
doors, or by moving fur-
niture indoors to a shed 
or garage. Cleaning the 
furniture one last time 
before storing it also can 
be handy.

Remove 
stuck-on debris

Inspect furniture and 
be prepared to remove 
any stuck-on debris, 
such as bird droppings, 
sticky food residue or 
even cobwebs and in-
sect nests. Be sure to use 
a cleaning tool that is 
safe for the material you 
are cleaning. Test an in-
conspicuous area of the 
furniture first to ensure 

your tools don’t damage 
the furniture. For exam-
ple, many scrub brushes 

can scratch glass or alu-
minum. 

Make a thorough 
cleanser

Clean stains off of fur-
niture with a versatile 
cleanser. A mild cleaner 

can be made by mixing 
1⁄2 cup baking soda with 
1 gallon of warm water, 
according to the experts 
at Better Homes & Gar-
dens. Regular dishwash-
ing detergent also can 
be mixed with water, as 

it has a mild bleaching 
agent. This cleanser can 
be used on plastic resin 
furniture or metal furni-
ture, which are popular 
patio furniture materi-
als.

Patio fabrics
Check the cleaning 

instructions of outdoor 
fabrics, as there might 
be specific instructions 
on the tags. In some 
cases, fabric may be re-
moved and washed in 
a washing machine on 
a gentle setting. A solu-
tion of dish soap and 
warm water also is a 
gentle way to clean out-
door fabrics. Once items 
are clean, HGTV advises 
applying a water-repel-
lent fabric protector to 
minimize staining and 
maintenance.

Strip or sand
Wood furniture may 

need specialized care. 
If stains cannot be re-
moved with a mild 
cleanser, then hard 
woods like teak can be 
surface-sanded to re-
store items’ original 
look.

Pressure washers 
can often do more harm 
than good to patio furni-
ture, so it’s best to look 
for an alternative way 
to clean them. Usually a 
bit of elbow grease and 
a cleanser is all that’s 
needed. Give the clean-
ing product time to 
work. Wipe down and 
dry the furniture thor-
oughly to prevent the 
growth of mildew. 

OUTDOOR FURNITURE TIPS. Some simple cleaning strategies make it 
easy to brighten outdoor furniture made of metal, glass, wood, and plastic.
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Geraniums 
Are Ready!

2 miles south of Bunn on NC 39

for even more choices for 
your home & garden.

         
         

Great Selection of 

Spring
 Flags

www.chrisgreenhouse.com

Visit our Gift Shop Bulk Mulches
Hardwood, Red, Chocolate, 

Premium Brown
Brick Nuggets, Gravel, Topsoil

Buy Bulk • Big Savings!

Time To Plant
Perennials

Wide Selection of

Hanging
Baskets

Monday-Saturday 8:30-5:00
252-478-4649

218 S. Main St., Louisburg, NC

919-496-2253

$9500

Call now to schedule your

Plus Tax

919.556.4700 • winslowhomes.com • 140 East Main Street, Youngsville, NC 

We brought selections under one roof to make  
it a great experience for our customers. Our idea 
inspiring Design Studio along with the expertise 
of your very own design consultant will make the 
process SIMPLE and FUN! We will help you create 
the home you’ve been dreaming of!

Don’t wait, get started today by calling to  
schedule an appointment with our sales team!

OUR NEW
DESIGN STUDIO

DESIGN • BUILD • LIVE

Just one of the many reasons  
you should choose Winslow Homes!

Good bee habitat important for the environment
By Colby Griffin
NC Coopertative 

Extension 
Horticulture Agent 

If you build it they 
will come. This is usual-
ly the case when plant-
ing pollinator friendly 
plants. By providing 

the necessary resources 
pollinators such as bees 
may thrive.

However, hazards 
may prevent them from 
thriving. Research in-
dicates this situation 
exists for bees located 
within urban areas. Ur-
ban yards can be tough 

for bees and pollina-
tors. There are often not 
enough flowers, or the 
wrong kind of flowers, 
so people compensate 
with pollinator gardens. 
However, cities are also 
hot, due to impervious 
surfaces and the urban 
heat island effect. Wild 
bees differ in how well 
they tolerate high tem-
peratures. 

Research states 
that regardless of the 
amount and diversity 
of flowering plants, bee 
populations declined 
at extremely hot loca-
tions. The most affected 
were small bee species 
such as sweat bees. To-
tal populations declined 
41% for each degree 
Celsius of warming. 

Wild bee abundance 
also declined in areas 
with more impervi-

ous surfaces like roads 
and sidewalks – which 
is also bad for honey-
bees. If you live within 
an urban area there 
isn’t much you can do 
about the impervious 
surfaces surrounding 
you. However, if you 
plant a diversity of and 
an abundance of flow-
ering plants you can 
reduce the negative ef-
fects of the urban envi-
ronment. You can also 
cool the hardened sur-
faces within your home 
landscape by planting 
trees to shade those 
surfaces to help cool 
them down. For more 
information on bees 
and other topics please 
contact the Franklin 
County Extension Cen-
ter at 919-496-3344 or 
Colby Griffin at colby_
griffin@ncsu.edu.

Leaves that fall from 
trees can be a marvel to 
behold. But leaves can 
stain exterior surfaces 
when they eventually 
settle on vehicles, con-
crete driveways, patios, 
and other surfaces, be-
come wet and/or are 
not cleaned away in 
a timely fashion. Leaf 

Get rid of leaf stains
stains are caused by 
tannins in the leaves. 
The pigments can be 
absorbed by porous 
materials like con-
crete and leave stains 
behind. While these 
stains may wash away 
over time, homeowners 
may prefer a faster way 
to get rid of unsightly 
stains. 

To remove moderate 
leaf stains, mix oxygen 
bleach with hot water 
and apply to stains us-
ing a scrub brush. Dark 
stains may require a 
tougher cleanser, such 
as one that contains 
trisodium phosphate. 
Some homeowners 
find success using a 
pressure washer to 
clean away leaf stains, 
while others rely on 
commercial leaf-stain 
removers.

FREE PICK UP and DELIVERY!
We Service ANY BRAND of Mower.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR CENTER ON-SITE!
WE REPAIR ALL BRANDS!

Mowers, Tillers, Chain Saws & Trimmers

ONLY 
$149.95 plus tax OFFER GOOD 

ANYTIME!

450 Main Street, Bunn, NC • 919-340-0710
Monday-Friday 7AM-7PM • Saturday 7AM-5PM

Hardware Farm & Ranch

We also have

Our Service Tech has 

over 30 years
experience. 

Choose Do it Center 

next time you need 
service or

repair work!

MOWER SERVICE 
SPECIAL!

4 Oil change  4 Oil filter change
4 Sharpen blades  4 Air filter check
4 Replace spark plugs  4 Belt inspection
4 Check carburetor  4 Grease all fittings
4 Check starter & charging system

Zero Turn Mower
MSRP
• Zero turn steering system 
• Stable ride 
• Premium engines

Husqvarna Products
We have manufactured some of the world’s best and toughest equipment for over
300 years. With our Swedish heritage, we have always brought precision engineering,
environmental respect, ergonomic excellence as well as safety and performance
innovation to every single product we manufacture.

000-000-0000
Dealer Name

Dealer Address

NEW
 2021
  LINE OF
 HUSQVARNA
MOWERS IN STOCK! 

NEW
 2021
  LINE OF
 HUSQVARNA
MOWERS IN STOCK! 

Seed Potatoes
and Onion Sets

Landscaping Time!
Mulch H Pine Straw H Grass Seed H Fencing

Potting Soil H Top Soil H Cow Manure 

Vegetable Seeds are here!

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

__________ FREE ESTIMATES __________

AgRIculTuRAl & coMMERcIAl BuIldIngS   
STEEl RooFIng

1825 Hickory Rock Rd  •  Louisburg, NC 27549

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

James Miller
919-340-8888 (Bus) 
252-987-3610 (Cell)

jdmiller@emypeople.net
1825 Hickory Rock Rd • Louisburg, NC 27549

AGRICULTURAL & COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • STEEL ROOFING

Free Estimates

PLUS

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

$0 DOWN   0% APR   UP TO 84 MONTHS

SAVE UP TO $1,200

Get a great deal on 
getting more done.

Cab available with select models      21.6-47.3 HP

Save big on select sub-compact and compact tractors, featuring the versatility 

to handle every job and a wide range of performance-matched attachments. 

Stop in for a demo today.

KubotaUSA.com
©  Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. $0 Down, 0% APR � nancing for up to 84 months available on purchases of new Kubota BX2380, LX2610SU and all L01 series equipment from 
participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of 
$11.90 per $1,000 � nanced. Customer instant rebates of $700 for L01, $600 for LX2610SU, $500 for BX2380 are available on qualifying � nance or $1,200 L01, $1,000 for LX2610, 
$800 for BX2380 on cash purchases. Additional instant rebate of $500 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 6/30/21. 
Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this 
material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com. 

LOUISBURG TRACTOR
1931 US HWY. 401 S.

LOUISBURG, NC 27549
919-496-3594 • www.louisburgtractor.com
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LARRY’S
SERVICE 

COMPANY
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTOR

LARRY WILDER
Owner
larrysserviceco@hotmail.com
HVAC LICENSE #9358-H2-H3
REFRIGERATION LICENSE #1962

(252) 438-8955
924 S. WILLIAN STREET

P.O. BOX 1697
HENDERSON, NC 27536

FAX (252) 438-7468

A.B. Hair Carpets
Residential & Commercial

EDWARD
EVANS

President

203 US Hwy. 1
Norlina, NC 27563

Phone:
(252) 456-3307

Carpet
Luxury 

Vinyl Tile
Laminate

VCT
Hardwood

Sheet Vinyl

401 Kenmore Ave., Louisburg • 919-496-2061

COME GET YOUR
CHICKEN COOP!
COME GET YOUR
CHICKEN COOP!

wammockutilitybuildings.com

THREE SIZES TO
CHOOSE FROM!

Wammock
Utility Buildings

Large: Up to 15 chickens

Medium:
Up to

10 chickens

Small: Up to
5 chickens

We  
Deliver

We have
      accessories,

            including 
chicken feeders 

and waterers.

If you have woody 
ornamentals and trees 
in your landscape you 
may have noticed dam-
age from the granulate 
ambrosia beetle. 

This pest was intro-
duced from Asia in the 
early 1970s. It has since 
spread throughout the 
Southeast. An infesta-
tion can be identified by 
toothpick-like strands 

By Colby Griffin
NC Coopertative 

Extension 
Horticulture Agent 

Maple eyespot galls 
are brightly colored red 
and yellow spots that 
appear on the surface of 
red maple leaves. 

Beetle peaks in April, attacking common trees

protruding up to 1.5 
inches from trunk of the 
host plant. These strands 
of boring dust are pro-

duced by the female 
beetle as she begins to 
excavate her gallery. 
The strands are fragile 
and are easily broken 
off by wind or rain leav-
ing only pencil-lead 
sized holes. Individual 
plants may contain 
from one to hundreds of 
individual beetles. Am-
brosia beetles become 
active around the first 

of March in the North 
Carolina Piedmont and 
usually peak by early 
April. 

Timing is depen-
dent on local weather 
conditions and beetles 
can attack trees much 
earlier during warm 
spells. Ambrosia beetles 
remain active through 
the summer and into 
the fall. Trees located in 
nurseries are attacked 
primarily during the 
spring but trees within 
the landscape may be 
attacked all summer. 

Females bore into 
twigs, branches, or 
small trunks of suscep-
tible hosts. They ex-
cavate tunnels in the 
wood, introduce ambro-
sia fungus, and lay eggs 
to produce a brood. It 
is the growing fungus 
on which the beetle 
grubs feed, not the 
wood. The beetles en-
ter trees in early spring 
and emerge as adults 
55 days later. Ambrosia 

beetles primarily attack 
thin barked, deciduous 
trees. 

The most common 
trees attacked in North 
Carolina are dogwood, 
redbud, maple, crape 
myrtle, and Japanese 
maple. Landscape trees 
may survive attacks but 
should be monitored for 
dieback and removed if 
necessary. 

Homeowners have 
few products available 
that contain the active 
ingredients permethrin 
or bifenthrin that may 
be sprayed on the trunk. 

However, these only 
work as prevention and 
will not work once the 
beetle is inside the tree. 
Whenever you decide to 
use pesticides be sure to 
also follow the label and 
recommended dose. It is 
best to maintain healthy 
plants to reduce and 
outgrow any damage 
from Ambrosia beetles. 

For more information 
on insect pests and other 
topics please contact the 
Franklin County Exten-
sion Center at 919-496-
3344 or Colby Griffin at 
colby_griffin@ncsu.edu.

Maple eyespot gall

These colorful spots 
are caused by the ocel-
late gall midge. Al-
though rarely seen, adult 
ocellate gall midges are 
small mosquito-like 
flies. Maple eyespot gall 
midges occur through-
out the range of red 
maples, which includes 
all of the Eastern United 
States and parts of the 
Central United States. 
This fly deposits eggs ex-
clusively on the under-
side of red maple leaves. 
This causes a chemical 
response in the leaf re-
sulting in gall formation. 
This gall is rarely abun-
dant enough to cause in-
jury to the tree but some 
people find them to be 
an aesthetic problem. 

Gall midges emerge 
from the soil as an adult 
in early May and lay 
eggs in the underside of 
leaves. The larvae devel-
op within the leaf gall. 

As a result of hor-
mones, the midge injects 
into the leaf, it devel-
ops bright red and yel-
low rings around the 
site of larval develop-
ment. There is a dark-
ened, more elevated 
point in the center of the 
ring where the larva re-
sides on the leaf. In 8 to 
10 days, the larva will 
drop from the leaf to the 
ground where it will pu-
pate in the soil.

There is only one gen-
eration per year so these 
pupae will remain in the 
soil until they emerge 
as adults the following 
May.

Monitoring includes 
surveying the tree cano-
py for leaves exhibiting 
red and yellow rings on 
the leaf surface. These 
galls appear very similar 
to leaf spot symptoms 
caused by plant fungal 
diseases. Hold a suspect-
ed leaf gall up to a light 
source to look for a dark-
ened larval silhouette in 
the center of the ring. 

Control is rarely 
warranted. These galls 
rarely become abundant 
enough to cause dam-
age. 

For more information 
on pests and other topics 
please contact Franklin 
County Extension Center 
at 919-496-3344 or Colby 
Griffin at colby_griffin@
ncsu.edu.

Colby
Griffin
NC Cooperative
Extension
Horticulture Agent

Ambrosia Beetle

Ambrosia beetle 
damage to maple tree

Miracle-Gro® 
Potting Mix 
2 Cu. Ft. Limit 60 at this price
$12.99
-$3 WITH ACE 
REWARDS CARD

$999

Miracle-Gro® Garden Soil or Whitney 
Farms® Organic Raised Bed Mix, 
1-1/2 Cu. Ft.
7438286, 7438336, 7505977, 7438328

Limit 60 at this price
$899

    $699

RED HOT BUY

1120 US Hwy 1, Youngsville Crossing 
Youngsville

919-554-1541

402 S. Bickett Blvd. 
Louisburg 

919-496-7920

402 S. Bickett Blvd., Louisburg • 919-496-7920 Prices subject to change.

Your Choice
$1599

Ace 6 Cu. Ft. Poly 
Wheelbarrow

CF5769

$4999

41% Glyphosate Plus
2.5 Gallon

SALE $4999

-$5  WITH ACE  REWARDS CARD

40 Lb.
Bag

Spring Mower 
Service Special

WE SERVICE ANY BRAND

FREE Pick Up 
& Delivery!

*Within a 10 mile radius of the Louisburg 
Toney Ace store. See store for details.

$1199

Ace Wild
Bird Food

8315087 7331739

RED HOT 
BUY

SALE NOW thru MARCH 31, 2021

Flex Seal® • Flex PasteTM  

Flex Shot® • Flex Tape® or  
Flex Glue® Rubber Sealants
6215107, 6238554, 6266985, 6266993, 6295950,  
6406383, 6406391, 6665004, 6715171, 6004382,  
6715163, 6015026, 6015027

EGO Power+  
56 volt 530 CFM 

Handheld Blower

7804792

EGO Power+  
56 volt 

POWERLOADTM

String 
Trimmer

SALE $22999

-$30 WITH ACE  
REWARDS CARD

7804818

   SALE $17999

-$20 WITH ACE REWARDS CARD

$15999

 
each

Scotts® 
Turf Builder® 
Southern 
Lawn Food 
Covers 5000 sq. ft. 7149438
Limit 2 at this price

SALE $1799

-$2 WITH ACE REWARDS CARD

$1599

$1299
each

$19999

$16995
 + tax

$4499

-$2 WITH ACE 
REWARDS CARD

RED HOT 
BUY

7104052

each

each

each

Ace Yard & Garden Tools
7011273, 7011414, 7012818, 7012859, 7138555

  RED HOT BUY

$2  99.999 7  2475

$1  99.96 2  8730
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LIMITED 
TIME 

OFFER

LIMITED 
TIME 

OFFER

LIMITED 
TIME 

OFFER

LIMITED 
TIME 

OFFER
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75746

75746

SAVE 
$750

In-Stock Toro 
Push Mowers 
On Sale Now!

SALE ENDS 
MARCH 31, 2021

$2899.99
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Wake Electric 
is committed to
YOUR POWER.
24 hours a day  /  7 days a week  /  365 days a year

Nowadays, some of us take electricity 
for granted. Wherever you go, it follows.
That’s because your electric co-op is here.
Learn more about the power of 
your co-op membership.

WEMC.COM

 

(919) 340-0676
$94*

WE SERVICE All MAjoR BRAndS

Spring
Pre-Season

Cooling
Tuneup

*Call for details

Licensed & Insured

per system-
residential only and 

$74 for each 
additional system

Sales-Service-Installation • Residential & Commercial
Maintenance Agreements • Replacement Specialist

FINANCING AVAILABLE • FREE ESTIMATES
www.alfordmechanical.com

Offer good to 6/30/21

JJC Roofing & Repair
Wesley Weathers
FOR ALL YOUR  
ROOFING NEEDS

SPECIALIZING IN 
METAL & SHINGLE ROOFING 

FOR YOUR
HOME OR BUSINESS

Free
Estimates 

Fully Insured

www.jjcroofing.com 
jjcroofing123@gmail.com (919)497-6799

LICENSED –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– INSURED

919.853.3058 or 919.291.2409

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE

INSTALLATION

GARRETT’S
GARAGE  DOORS,  INC.

24 Hour Service

Locally Owned & Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

919-496-1527

www.dickersonbuildersinc.com

PO Box 326 • Hwy. 39
Bunn, NC 27508

Specializing in
CUSTOM BUILT 

HOMES and
COMMERCIAL 

BUILDINGS
Doug & Scott Dickerson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

919-570-7400 
  

www 

Beautiful, reliable installations  
backed by local, Five-Star Qualifications. 

Going the Extra Mile for Your Tile Since 1964. 

 ST
NEUSE TILE 
SERVICE INC.

Home renovation 
trends are ever-chang-
ing. Renovations that 
might have been fash-
ionable 20 years ago 
may seem dated now. 
Recognizing the poten-
tially popular trends of 
tomorrow is a great way 
for homeowners to give 
their homes a fresh new 
look and put themselves 
in position to capitalize 
on popular trends when 
they put their homes on 
the market. That’s es-
pecially so after 2020, a 
year when millions of 
people spent more time 
at home than ever be-
fore. All that time work-
ing from home and re-
laxing at home gave 
millions of homeowners 
ideas about what they 
like about their homes 
and what they hope 
to change. The follow-
ing are some renova-
tion trends that various 
experts suspect could 
emerge this year.

•Eco-friendly living: 
Climate change, and 
how to combat it, was a 
hot button issue during 
the 2020 presidential 
election in the United 
States. So it should 

Renovation trends popular this year

come as no surprise that 
urdesignmag.com, a web 
magazine that show-
cases creative trends in 
design, architecture, art, 
technology, and fashion, 
predicts that eco-friend-
ly living solutions figure 
to be hot commodities 
in 2021. 

Eco-friendly appli-
ances, furniture and 
designs can help to con-
serve energy and reduce 
waste, which environ-
mentalists and govern-
ment agencies like the 
Environmental Protec-

CURRENT TRENDS. Large windows is just one 
renovation trend that various experts suspect 
could emerge in 2021.

tion Agency note are 
two critical components 
in the fight against cli-
mate change. 

•Large windows: 
Large windows can 
provide stunning views 
of the outdoors and al-
low ample natural light 
into a home. It may not 
be a coincidence if large 
windows prove to be a 
hot trend in 2021. The 
COVID-19 pandemic 
that dominated much of 
2020 forced many peo-
ple to spend consider-
ably more time at home. 

Darker homes without 
much natural light can 
adversely affect mood, 
especially when people 
are spending more time 
at home. HGTV pre-
dicts that homeowners 
will seek ways to bring 
more natural light into 
their homes in 2021, and 
large windows natural-
ly brighten homes while 
making rooms appear 
bigger, helping people 
feel less cramped. That’s 
an especially benefi-
cial characteristic when 
spending more time in-
doors at home.

•Minimalism: The 
anticipated popularity 
of minimalism in 2021 
may also be connected 
to the pandemic. As pro-
fessionals were forced 
to work from home and 
many families spent 
more time together in-

side their homes then 
ever before, they may 
have recognized a need 
to cut back on clutter, 
including extra furni-
ture. A minimalist ap-
proach is both simple 
and clean, which can 
make homes feel less 
claustrophobic.

•Multi-functional 
spaces: Homeown-
ers asked a lot of their 
homes in 2020, as rooms 
were transformed into 

multi-functional spaces 
seemingly overnight. 
HGTV notes that spend-
ing more time at home 
showed homeowners 
that it may not make 
sense to dedicate entire 
rooms of a home to a 
single purpose. Reno-
vations that can help 
homeowners transform 
rooms into multi-func-
tional spaces figure to 
be hot commodities in 
the years ahead. 

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm; Sat 7:30am-12:00pm

• Lawn & Grass Seed • Lime
• Wheat Straw • Fertilizer
• Bedding Plants
• Garden Seed
• Pine Straw

We’ve Got It All – to Seed That
New Lawn or Boost That Old One!

By Colby Griffin
NC Coopertative 

Extension 
Horticulture Agent 

As warmer weather 
settles in so does the 
inevitable increase in 
pests and pathogens in 
the landscape. One of 
these pests that can af-
fect our trees and shrubs 
is scale. Scale insects 
look very different from 
typical garden insects. 
They are small, immo-
bile and have no visible 

Signs of scale on your trees and shrubs
sign of antennae and 
can resemble fish scales 
pressed tightly against 
the bark. 

There are many dif-
ferent types of scale in-
cluding hard and soft 
bodied scale. One scale 
that begins to show up 
this time of year is cot-
tony fluff or felt scale. 
Felt scales look a lot 
like the Mealy Bug pest. 
They are white, soft and 
look almost like a Q-tip. 
They are prevalent on 

urban willow oaks on 
the bark, branches and 
twigs. The cottony sack 
that is visible now is the 
egg sack. If you were to 
dig around in the cot-
tony material you would 
find small yellowish 
eggs. Once the eggs 
hatch they become what 
is known as “crawlers” 
and will move to an area 
of the tree and begin to 
feed on the sugary sub-
stance just beneath the 
bark. They also produce 
honeydew which is a 
sugary liquid by-prod-
uct of many landscape 
pests that will attract 
ants and is sticky to the 
touch. 

For more informa-
tion on scales and other 
topics please contact 
Franklin County Exten-
sion Center at 919-496-
3344 or Colby Griffin at 
colby_griffin@ncsu.edu.
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GaraGe Doors

SALES • SERVICE INSTALLATION

169 Wilson Fuller Rd., Louisburg

GARRETT’S
GARAGE  DOORS,  INC.

Lawn equipment

1931 Hwy. 401 S • LouiSburg, NC
919-496-3594

LOUISBURG TRACTOR

www.louisburgtractor.com

0% for 48 months
Financing on the purchase of

any new Scag mower!*
*For well qualified buyers. Limited time offer. See your 

Scag dealer today for details or visit www.Scag.com.

www.Scag.com

utility buildings

401 Kenmore Ave., Louisburg

919-496-2061
www.wammockutilitybuildings.com

Now selling CHICKEN COOPS!

SMITH
INSULATION

LOUISBURG, NC
Call for FREE ESTIMATES

919-496-3512

INSULATION

SPRAY FOAM &  
FIBERGLASS INSULATION

MAKE YOUR
HOUSE A HOME

4600 Paragon Park Rd., Raleigh, NC  27616 
919.872.2775 • brentwoodflooringamerica.com

We are part of a 600 store Co op
With tremendous buying poWer!

fLOORING/CARPET

Largest flooring dealer in the area.
Over 20,000 sq ft, minutes from Franklin County

heating & air

919-340-0676

Residential Service • Replacement Specialist
Maintenance Agreement • Free Estimates
Financing Available • Licensed & Insured

495 Main Street 
Bunn, NC 27508

WELL DRILLING

Davis Well Drilling

daviswell@aol.com
702 West Green Street

Franklinton, NC

(919) 494-2440
(919) 728-4604

Serving the
area for over

40 years
We Service & Sell Pumps

All Work Guaranteed

POOLS

3453 US Hwy. 1 South
Franklinton, NC 27525

www.US1pools.com
US1pools@gmail.com

919-441-0033

Imagine® in-ground fiberglass pools
Salt water, Ionizer & Oxygen Pool specialists
• Pools • Liners
• Service • Parts
• Pool and Spa Chemicals
• Free Water Testing

Exclusive

Dealer

INSURANCE

(919) 496-2051
Franklin County Farm Bureau
496 Redwood Ln, Louisburg, NC 27549

ncfbins.com

NCSVNP44169 
*North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co. *Farm Bureau® Insurance 
of North Carolina, Inc. *Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS 
*An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Call Us.
We're Local.
919 496 2051
Franklin County Farm Bureau
496 Redwood Ln
Louisburg, NC 27549

Call Us.
We’re Local.

BUILDING/HARDWARE

85 NC 561 E. HWY • LOUISBURG

919-496-5726

SOLD
FOR SALE

MIKE ROWE
Your Real Estate Pro
I Work for you!

(919) 495-0590

YoungsvillE, nC

Visit with these experts!

Remote working has become popular in recent 
years, but the “working-from-home” economy 
bloomed exponentially as the world was forced to 
confront the COVID-19 pandemic. According to 
Stanford economist Nicholas Bloom, as of summer 
2020, 42 percent of the United States labor force was 
working from home full-time. 

The need for home office spaces has increased as 
more people work from home. Many people have 
retrofitted various spaces around their homes into 
areas to get work done. More organized home work 
spaces can increase productivity. Individuals can 
follow these guidelines to create effective, organized 
home offices. 

Begin with the desk
The desk is the primary spot where work will take 

place. The right desk accessories can provide visual 
appeal and also serve practical purposes. Have cups 
for holding pens and pencils, baskets and bins for 
larger items, and store whatever you can elsewhere 
so it does not lead to clutter on the desk. Store wire-
less printers in a cabinet or even on a bookshelf so it 
doesn’t take up real estate on the desk.

Create a printing station
While you’re moving that wireless printer else-

where, designate a space to serve as the central 
printing hub. This way children who need to print 
assignments for school will know where to go as 
well. Printer supplies like extra ink cartridges and 
printer paper can be kept in decorative storage box-
es nearby.

Increase your shelving
Shelving can help keep items organized and off 

the desk in home offices without closets or draw-
ers. Look for shelves that blend in with decor but are 
sturdy enough to be functional.

Organize paperwork
Figure out a system that works for you to help 

tidy up papers you choose to save. While some pa-
pers can be scanned and stored as digital files, color-
coded file folders can organize statements and other 
important documents. This makes it easy to find 
the folder you need when looking for certain docu-
ments.

Establish a charging station
Repurpose certain items, such as a desk orga-

Six steps to organize your home office

GET ORGANIZED. Individuals can follow a few 
guidelines to create effective, organized home offices.

nizer, into an easily accessible electronics charging 
station where phones and tablets can charge at one 
time.

Make essential binders
HGTV suggests making binders that can store 

the most important papers for easy access — even 

in an emergency. Set up a binder for automotive pa-
perwork, including repair receipts, a medical binder 
where key medical records are kept, a binder for 
manuals for devices in the home, and one to store 
financial planning documents.

These organizational tips can help remedy com-
mon problems around a home office. 
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