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Strange Year In Sports

BEN SNELLING SIGNALS THE RESTART OF HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS IN FRANKLIN COUNTY
By GEOFF NEVILLE
Times Sportswriter
FRANKLIN COUNTY -- The 2020 sports calendar year in Franklin County started out just like so
many before it -- with a myriad of successes.
On the middle school level, Terrell Lane (boys)
and Cedar Creek (girls) had wrapped up Middle
Athletic Conference Basketball Tournament Championships.
Also on the hardwood, the county’s high schools
were wrapping up another solid season -- and
there were plenty of high hopes for several spring
sports individuals and teams.
And at Louisburg College, the men’s basketball
team was preparing for a journey to Illinois for the
National Junior College Athletic Association Division II National Tournament.
The spring was destined to be a glorious time at
LC as the school’s softball and baseball programs
were off to hot starts.
But everything changed in mid-March when
sports were put on hold due to COVID-19 concerns.
On a Thursday, Bunn traveled to Franklinton for
softball and baseball contests. There was plenty
of talk between fans about COVID-19, and the
prevailing sentiment was that everything would
return to normal after a brief sports hiatus.
Obviously, that never happened as spring sports
were eventually cancelled by the North Carolina
High School Athletic Association.
Louisburg College also cancelled its muchawaited spring schedule, and sports suddenly
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went dormant in Franklin County and beyond.
The chronological ritual of sports -- something
we have all taken for granted through the years -had disappeared in an instant.
County athletic facilities were locked up. Reruns
of long-ago games became the norm on ESPN. It
was if Endora from Bewitched had snapped her
fingers, and everything was stopped.
But there was still a faint hope that fall sports
would be staged, even though rising COVID-19
numbers realistically told us otherwise.
Eventually, the fall sports campaign was cancelled. Friday nights, long devoted to the festive
tradition of football games, were now spent at
home watching the Game Show Network.
Finally, the NCHSAA offered a plan, as did Louisburg College.
LC would conduct all of its sports in the second
semester.
And the NCHSAA worked out a limited schedule for each of its sports, beginning with cross
country and volleyball in November.
After what seemed like an eternity, the first
Franklin County high school sporting event was
held on November 16 -- a Big East Conference
cross country meet at Owens Park, with Franklinton hosting.
There was a heavy dose of symbolism as
Franklinton High School assistant coach Ben Snelling, a courageous man and cancer survivor, blew
the whistle to officially christen Franklin County’s
sports reopening.
A few days later, Bunn traveled to Louisburg to
kick off the volleyball season with a rivalry show-
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down.
The schedules for volleyball and cross country proved to be short. Each of the county’s spike
teams had to be quarantined at some point due to
COVID-19 concerns.
Somehow, Louisburg battled through it all to
take a share of the Northern Carolina Conference
championship.
But the most important story was that sports had
returned, even if fans weren’t allowed to attend, or
at least be there in a limited capacity.
As if a dose of innocence had been extracted
from us, we now look at sports as a day-to-day
proposition.
In its own way, maybe that is something to cherish, or at least learn from.
I’m reminded of how Coach Snelling, even
during his most challenging days, always remains
upbeat. Always smiling, always full of life and
always optimistic for the future. His zest for even
the most mundane tasks is inspiring.
Looking at 2020 from a what-we-lost perspective
is en vogue these days.
Certainly, it has been a difficult time, especially
for high school seniors who will never have the
chance to compete again.
And that’s not even looking at things from the
horrific medical perspective as so many of us have
been touched by the loss of a loved one due to
COVID-19.
But fostering a newfound, appreciative approach
to what we have always taken for granted might
indeed be the best lesson we can claim from an otherwise dreary year.

Established in 1991

402 S. Bickett Blvd.
Louisburg
919-496-7920

Opens Second Store 2008

Established in 1996

License # 35000026

A Five-Star Center

118 Industrial Drive, Louisburg, NC

919-496-2886

1550 US 401 Hwy. S., Louisburg

1120 US Hwy 1, Youngsville Crossing
Youngsville • 919-554-1541

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00-5:30

Established in 2000

Established in 2005

Established in 2013

Proudly Celebrating Our 21st Anniversary!
Thank you for allowing us to be your
HVAC service provider!

Johnny
Bull’s

5 STAR
HHHHH

QUALITY CHILD CARE

919-497-5670

Hours:
7am-6 pm
Mon-Fri
205 Dogwood Rd.
Louisburg
#35000049

Off Bickett Blvd. Behind Bojangles
HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Serving Franklin County & Surrounding Areas

919-340-0676

www.alfordmechanical.com

Heating & Air • Refrigeration • Electrical

919-496-7250 • 919-215-4090
Louisburg, NC
Mike & Robbie Hunt, Owners

919 - 496 - 3800

Thank you to our customers
for your loyal support!

Page 6B

Louisburg, NC,

A YEAR ... UNLIKE ANY OTHER. Kristen House tosses candy during the
Centerville New Year’s Day Parade, starting 2020 like many other years. A
global pandemic, though, turned the parade into one of the last few public
events that took place in Franklin County all year.
January
• 2020 started out just like any
other year in Franklin County, with
Centerville getting the new year
started with its annual New Year’s
Day Parade.
The community came out for fun
and frivolity, blissfully unaware that
it would be one of the last such gatherings of its kind as a global pandemic began tightening its grip on
the world a few months later.
• Cindy Jones began serving
as director of the Franklin County
Health Department, taking over a
post that had been held for years
by Maddie Woodard, who retired
abruptly in October of 2019.
•
Youngsville
commissioners
approved its Youngsville Development Ordinance, a document that is
being used to help guide the town’s
land use and growth.
The approval came after 18 months
of planning, but hit a snag at the finish
line when property owners were concerned that the document contained
too many sweeping changes.
The board conducted public hearings to solicit more input and the
document — following tweaks suggested by property owners — met
full board approval.
• Youngsville and county leaders feted longtime public servant
Graham Stallings after he opted not
to run for re-election to the town’s
board of commissioners.
He had served on the board for 12
years. Before that, he served a stint
as an administrator in the Franklin
County Sheriff’s Office.
Stallings also served as director
of Franklin County Animal Control,
overseeing the department as it went
through a relocation and policy overhaul.

• Youngsville authorities began
investigating the death of infant, Brianna Franklin Branch.
Officers and first responders arrived
at a home in the 300 block of E. Main
Street just after midnight to find the
9-month-old unresponsive.
Investigators are still awaiting the
results of an autopsy and toxicology
report to determine how the case
would proceed.
• Youngsville officials sold the
town’s old town hall and police
department properties for $179,000 to
JSW Sister Properties LLC.
The sale completed the town’s
police and administrative staff relocation to U.S. 1A — across from Youngsville Elementary School.
The old town hall property also
housed public utilities equipment,
which will soon be housed in a new
building being built on S. College
Street.
• The Greater Franklin County
Chamber of Commerce named Dr.
Cheryl Benson, a former teacher,
assistant principal, assistant superintendent and current executive director of the Franklin County Education
Foundation as its Citizen of the Year
for 2019.
• The Franklin County Emergency
Medical Services Advisory Committee was revived.
Prior to a meeting in January, the
board had not met in about two years.
Residents urged county commissioners to spur the board into action,
primarily as a conduit to spark discussions about the county’s plagued
emergency radio system.

did not generate enough activity to
justify a $12 million grant to extend
the runway and bolster other airport
activities.
In 2017, the county received a $12
million aviation grant through the
State Transportation Improvement
Program that primarily would have
paid to extend the runway from 5,500
feet to 6,500 feet, while bolstering its
weight load to handle larger, more
expensive planes.
That grant also included seed
money the county would use to
essentially straighten Airport Road
out to Sam Horton Road, creating
more room on the southwest side of
the airport to build more revenuegenerating hangars.
In February, Airport Manager Bo
Carson and Greg VanderMolen, with
the airport’s engineering firm, told
board members that the airport did
not generate enough take-offs and
landings, and people were not making
long enough flights from the airport
to justify the runway extension.
Airport staff have continued pursuit of that funding, but it remains
pending.
• Strong winds knocked down
trees and shuttered power in pockets
of Franklin County — particularly
Lake Royale — but no tornados were
reported.
• Franklin County commissioners
issued an ultimatum to Harris Corporation — fix the county’s emergency
radio system, or else.
The company made some improvements that the county outlined,
however, residents and some com-

tested positive for the coronavirus in
Wake County.
A short time later, Gov. Roy Cooper
declared a state of emergency.
County, state and town offices
began closing to the public, the public
school system shut down and a stayat-home order was issued, forever
changing the fates and fortunes of
everyone in Franklin County.
The county recorded its first cases
of COVID-19 later in the month.
• A group of Franklinton residents
prepared and submitted a video to
HGTV’s Hometown Takeover contest, hoping that it would win the
town a makeover.
It’s second goal was to promote
activity in the town and spur new
development — which has taken root
in the town.
Downtown Franklinton has undergone a renaissance with new development, refurbished buildings and new
businesses taking hold.
• Franklinton resident John Lawrence Morgan was sentenced to more
than 30 years in prison for killing his
father, Richard Morgan Jr.
John Morgan pled guilty to stabbing
his father back in November 2017 in
an incident that his attorney referred
to as “a tragedy of almost biblical proportions.”
April
• Three teenagers, including two
Louisburg High students, were killed
in a fiery, three-vehicle crash on U.S.
401.
Brothers Justin and Sha-Ken
Mills,18 and 19 respectively, who

DOWN GOES POWER. Franklin County avoided tornadic activity, but
strong winds took down trees and power lines, leaving many Franklin
County residents in the dark.

missioners still lament the state of the
multi-million dollar project that went
online in 2012 and has been flawed
ever since.
• Patricia Burnette Chastain
responded to allegations of misconduct, asserting that she was merely
February
helping residents with long-standing
• Members of Triangle North
legal quandaries.
Executive Airport’s advisory board
Louisburg attorney Jeffrey Scott
were told that the county’s airport
Thompson brought forth allegations
against Chastain after reviewing footage of her interactions with his clients
in their front yard during Christmas
time.
Chastain was there to resolve a
neighbor dispute — a dispute that
Thompson alleged had already been
resolved by Chief District Court
Judge John Davis.
Thompson said Chastain’s behavior did not improve and filed a
formal petition for her removal in the
summer.

March
• Franklin County and its health
department began preparing for
COVID-19, hoping that the lessons
learned from dealing with the swine
flu in 2008 and H1N1 in 2009 would
SIGN OF THE TIMES. Unfortunately, seeing paramedics in protective gear prove beneficial.
By the March 4 edition of The Frankshowing up at area nursing homes and other assisted living facilities was
lin
Times, the first person in the state
not an uncommon site in Franklin County due to COVID-19.
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both had ties to Louisburg High, and
Jaquez Davis, 20, died in the wreck.
• Franklin County recorded its first
five deaths attributed to the coronavirus, as five residents at Louisburg
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center
died.
Franklin County commissioners
also enacted a curfew, hoping to curtail opportunities for people to gather
and spread the virus.
May
• James and Carla May died during
a scuba diving incident off Cape
Lookout, according to the U.S. Coast
Guard.
According to published reports, the
Mays were diving offshore of Cape
Lookout with a scuba tour agency in
Beaufort.
Another diver found the pair
underwater and unresponsive when
the boat’s captain noticed the Mays
did not surface.
Life-saving measures were performed, but were unsuccessful.
Carla May was a pharmacist at
Piedmont Health in Chapel Hill.
Jimmy May was a retired pharmacist
who studied pharmacy at UNC.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7B
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HUNDREDS GATHERED in downtown Louisburg during several protests
over the summer that were designed to call attention to the need for equal
justice. The protests were mostly peaceful and only one arrest was recorded.
June
• Franklin County began offering
free, drive-thru COVID-19 testing.
• A number of Black Lives Matter
protests, sparked by the May death of
a black man, George Floyd, by white
Minneapolis police officers, hit Franklin County streets during the month.
Most were peaceful and the protests
did not lead to any violence or property damage being reported.
• An audit of the Clerk of Courts
office revealed several errors, but no
evidence of malicious intent.
However, the audit was used later
as evidence in a hearing to remove
Patricia Chastain as the clerk of court.
• As schools had been closed, many
schools and residents took part in virtual graduation ceremonies, which
were available for view via Youtube.

July
•A crane was attached to the bronze
soldier atop Louisburg’s Confederate Monument then the soldier was
detached from the base and rapidly
lowered to a waiting trailer which
hauled it to storage where it was to
remain there until it is installed in the
older portion of Oakwood Cemetery.
The action came after the town
council voted 4-to-3 in an emergency,
virtual meeting in late June to remove
the monument which had become
a flash point between protesters the
previous few weeks.
The 109-year-old monument stood
in the center of North Main Street at
the southern edge of the Louisburg
College campus and had been the
subject of emotional debates locally
for years.

Protests had grown more confrontational, especially as those from
outside Louisburg joined in, including at least two motorcycle clubs that
showed up armed with guns and claw
hammers to “defend” the monument.
•Fourth of July celebrations almost
totally fizzled out in Franklin County.
Fireworks displays also fizzled. Cancelled were the displays normally
presented by Franklin County, the
town of Franklinton, Lake Royale and
the town of Castalia.
•COVID-19
cases
continued
to grow exponentially in Franklin County as a new outbreak was
reported at an assisted living facility,
businesses were reporting clusters of
cases and large gatherings continue to
generate new cases.
Franklin County Health Director
Scott LaVigne gave a sobering update
to county commissioners during the
board’s July 6 meeting.
“We had 26 new cases,” LaVigne
told commissioners and the public.
“I’m at a loss at this point.”
•A majority of Franklin County’s
elected Democratic leadership asked
its state party to remove the clerk of
court from its executive committee
and look into her fitness to hold office
— an action made a resolution that
Patricia Chastain said her party didn’t
even send her.
•A superior court judge set a hearing to determine if Superior Court
Clerk of Court Patricia Chastain
should be removed from office.
Louisburg attorney Jeffrey Scott
Thompson, who petitioned the court
to take action, said he hoped that
Chastain takes the decision out of the
judge’s hands by resigning.
•Resident Superior Court Judge
John Dunlow suspended Chastain
hours after a petition was filed.
With help from staff and friends,
Chastain removed personal items
from her office Monday afternoon
and left the courthouse. She declined
immediate comment.
When similar actions were lodged
against Chastain, she denied the allegations and defended her actions as
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cation changed course in the wake of
a growing COVID-19 pandemic and
decided local schools would open virtually for the first nine weeks of the
year which began on Aug. 17.
The decision came after a presentation by School Superintendent
Rhonda Schuhler that ended with her
recommendation to begin school virtually, joining at least 45 other school
districts across the state which would
offer remote-learning only for at least
part of the year.
August
•A technology company tasked
with bringing Internet service to
unserved and underserved regions of
Franklin County said it could begin
residential service in three to four
weeks.
In six months, Open Broadband
representatives said it could have 100
or so customers online.
Franklin County approved an
agreement with Open Broadband
in June 2019 whereby the Charlottebased company would work to bring
service to the county.
In January Open Broadband and
county staff said service could be
online as early as June, which didn’t
happen.
•Protesters gathered at the Franklin
County Courthouse for a protest and
march. The Black Lives Matter event
was billed as a peaceful protest march
and proceeded as such.
“... I hope this isn’t the last time that
we can gather together as a community,” said one of the organizers, Shakira Braswell, who along with Kristae
Johnson put on the event.
•By a split vote, Franklin County
commissioners refused to rezone
a property that an overwhelming
number of Olde Liberty residents said
would have been a detriment to their
golf course community.
Dozens of residents spent an hour
and a half telling commissioners that
they opposed a rezoning request that
would have turned 4.5 acres along
N.C. 96 from low-density residential
to neighborhood business — which

A NEW FACE joined the Franklinton Board of Commissioners over the
summer when Judy McArn replaced Brad Kearney on the town’s governing
board. Kearney became the new public works director. Holding the Bible
for Mrs. McArn is her husband, Mark, while Mayor Art Wright administers
the oath.
either looking out for public interests
or minimal issues that had been corrected.
•Franklinton
Police Chief and
Assistant Town Manager John Green
announced his retirement, punctuating a meeting where residents
expressed concerns about safety and
frustrations with a lack of governmental response.
Green told commissioners, Town
Manager Gregory Bethea and a host
of residents that he was retiring,
effective Sept. 1. He said that the continued whittling of his police force
meant he was always on call because
the town didn’t have enough officers
MONUMENTAL CHANGE. The Confederate Soldier Monument that stood to provide routine backup for officers
on North Main Street near Louisburg College for a century was moved on duty.
in 2020. It has been re-erected in the town’s Oakwood Cemetery near the
•The Franklin County Board of Edugraves of several Confederate veterans.

would allow a number of commercial
uses.
Commissioners Harry Foy, Michael
Schriver and David Bunn voted
for the change, but Commissioners
Sidney Dunston, Shelley Dickerson,
Cedric Jones and Mark Speed voted
against the change — meaning the
property remained residential.
•Judy McArn took the oath of
office as a new town commissioner
in Franklinton. McArn replaced Brad
Kearney, who resigned to become the
town’s new public works director.
•COVID-19 cases and coronavirusrelated deaths continued to climb in
Franklin County, but that didn’t mean
all events and gatherings had to be
called off.
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Businesses and organizations struggled coping with executive orders that
have either wholly shut down events or
limited capacities.
•A hearing that could overturn a
nearly 30-year-old conviction was postponed after court officials tracked down
a key piece of information — the court’s
account of the original trial that led to
Kenneth Evans’ conviction.
Evans was sentenced to three 40-year
sentences in 1995 after a jury found him
guilty of robbing and kidnapping then
61-year-old Euther “Ray” Andrews
Manning on March 5, 1990.
Evans maintained his innocence and
applied to the North Carolina Innocence
Inquiry Commission in Aug. 2016 to
examine his case and conviction.
September
•Long time White Level farmer
Billy Wood, who was about to turn 79,
decided to slow down some, a blow to
those who had come to love Wood’s
strawberries and other produce. He had
been farming since he was a youngster
helping out his dad, Bryant Wood, on a
farm growing mostly tobacco.
But time marches on relentlessly, and
he decided it’s time to drastically scale
back the produce operation he and his
daughter, Tracy Leonard, have been
running for the last 20 years.
•Health and Human Services reported
a COVID-19 cluster at a prison facility in
Franklin County. No deaths were attributed to the outbreak at Franklin Correctional Center.
The state began efforts to mass test
inmates at prison facilities in June, at a
cost of $3.3 million.
The state Department of Health and
Human Services listed the Bunn facility
as having an outbreak. Of 404 inmates
tested, 11 had positive results.
• Veteran Franklin County Manager
Angela Harris announced her intent to
retire in early September — effective
Nov. 1, concluding more than 30 years of
public service. Harris, who began working for the county as a social worker in
September 1989, said serving as county
manager was always her dream job.
•Youngsville town commissioners
expanded the time limits for amplified
sounds, giving the town’s nightlife a
shot in the arm.
By a 3-2 vote, the board agreed to
extend to 10 p.m., Sunday through
Thursday, and to 11 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, the time that amplified sound
is allowed beyond a certain decibel level.
•Growing frustration with virtual
education, as well as the disruption of
the lives of both kids and their families,
was becoming evident as the Franklin
County Board of Education met virtually.
Kicking off the meeting was the reading of 13 e-mails from parents who,
unanimously, urged the school board to
get kids back to face-to-face education
as quickly as possible, despite the risks
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posed by a still serious COVID-19 pandemic in Franklin County.
County schools, like their public
school counterparts in the region, began
virtually in August under a system
where children of all ages logged into
school virtually and did all of their studies via computer.
•Senior Resident Superior Court
Judge John H. Lock was to decide Clerk
of Court Patricia Chastain’s fate. Statute
tasks the district’s senior resident superior court judge with presiding over
such a hearing, but Franklin County’s
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge
John Dunlow — and Resident Superior Court Judge Cindy Sturges — were
prohibited from that duty after a judge
granted Chastain’s motion to have them
recused.
During a hearing on Sept. 10, Chastain’s attorneys argued that both judges
penned a letter rebuking Chastain, over
one of the allegations brought against
her in Louisburg attorney Jeffrey
Scott Thompson’s petition to have her
removed.
October
•The Civil War monument, which
once stood on Louisburg’s North Main
Street, was re-erected in Oakwood Cemetery without fanfare on Saturday. It
now stands among the graves of Civil
War veterans after it and its large granite base were carefully reassembled.
The monument was taken down in late
summer after protests threatened to become violent. Town officials at the time
pledged to relocate the monument to the
cemetery and to replace it with a tribute
to Franklin County’s war dead from all
wars.
•The hearing to determine whether
Clerk of Superior Court Patricia Chastain would keep her job was continuing.
On July 13, Louisburg attorney Jeffrey
Scott Thompson filed a petition to have
Chastain removed from office, citing
erratic behavior, potential substance
abuse, abuse of power and disruption of
court proceedings as rationale.
That same day, Franklin County Resident Senior Superior Court Judge John
Dunlow suspended Chastain, pending
a hearing to determine her professional
fate.
•While the public awaits the results
of a study that’s supposed to help the
county identify more water sources,
officials commissioned an analysis that
would help them identify ways to fund
the expense -- but that comes at a $75,000
additional expense.
The county hired Southern Pinesbased MBD Consulting Engineers to
conduct a water supply study in hopes
of identifying and securing more of the
resource. The county needs more water
because a 2016 study revealed that a
majority of its water supply is tied up in
actual projects or has already been allocated, at least on paper.
•Attorneys remained in a holding pat-

BERRY WELL KNOWN DUO. Veteran White Level farmer Billy Wood,
shown here with daughter Tracy Leonard, decided it was time to (mostly)
park his tractor. The duo had been growing strawberries and a lot of other
types of produce for decades.
tern this week as they awaited a judge’s
decision on whether or not Patricia Burnette Chastain would keep her job as
the superior court clerk. Theoretically,
Judge Thomas H. Lock could make the
decision at any time.
But, as testimony and closing arguments concluded on Sept. 30, he notified
attorneys on both sides that he could
notify them of a decision by Oct. 2, or
that it could be the week of Oct. 12 — as
he was on vacation.
Chastain testified on Tuesday that her
actions were intended to help people
and her attorneys said, ultimately, her
actions may have been mistakes, but did
not rise to the level of dismissal.
•Franklin County students were
given the option of heading back to their
classrooms for a couple of days a week.
The county Board of Education decided
that it would be safe for students to
return to school under staggered schedule on Oct. 26.
Schools were running at less than half
capacity.
Students who returned to the classroom attended two days a week. Half
attended classes on Mondays and Tuesdays and the other half on Thursdays
and Fridays.
•Early voting for the general election
began on Thursday, Oct. 15, and ran
through Oct. 31. The county’s plan also
included one day of Sunday voting, Oct.
25.
•Commissioners received an update
on how architects plan to move at least
two county departments into their new
office space in the old Walmart property. The county agreed to lease the
35,000-square-foot space in August.
As proposed, 17,658 square feet would
become the new home for the Louisburg
Senior Center. The current space on
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Bickett Boulevard in the Shannon Village Shopping Center is 10,710 square
feet.
•A project that will give downtown
Youngsville a facelift got a green light.
Since 2016, the town has planned to do
a Main Street Improvements Project,
which, among other things, includes
plans to improve modality through
downtown with sidewalks and crosswalks, coupled with a plan to repave the
road and redo curbs and gutters.
November
Voters made history, electing the
county’s first black woman as commissioner and giving the Republican party
a majority for the first time in more than
120 years.
Democrat Kelli London bested unaffiliated candidate Stuart May for the
County Commission District 1 seat,
2,833 votes to 2,384. “History was made
... and now, the real work begins,” she
said.
•Franklin County commissioners
balked at a proposal to spend as much
as $2.3 million to turn a leased space
into office space. Oakley Collier Architects presented the board with floor
plans and an artist’s rendering of their
plans to turn 35,909 square feet of old
Walmart store property into county
office space. Architects told commissioners how much that work would cost
— just a little over $2 million and, with
alternates, as much as $2.37 million.
•Authorities arrested a Youngsville
man, alleging he shot and killed a Bunn
High School student. Franklin County
sheriff’s investigators, on Tuesday,
charged Darryl Lamont Jones with first
degree murder, alleging he shot Mariano
Palacios-Hortelano following an altercation the evening of Oct. 27.
•“I didn’t know who y’all were talking about,” quipped retiring Louisburg
attorney Johnny Williamson toward
the end of a ceremony to unveil his
formal portrait in the Franklin County
Superior Courtroom. Williamson was
retiring after 51 years as an attorney in
Louisburg and was the focus of attention -- and some good-natured ribbing
-- from fellow attorneys and friends who
attended the brief session in the courtroom presided over by Superior Court
Judge Cindy Sturges.
•Everyone at the Franklin County jail
was tested after a COVID-19 outbreak
was reported at the facility. Sheriff Kent
Winstead said that an inmate exhibited
symptoms last week and, ultimately,
tested positive for the coronavirus. Two
staff members and a total of 30 inmates
tested positive.
•The county’s utility attorney
reminded commissioners why they
need a long-term water solution. Engineers recommended six options or ways
to meet that need and financial advisors
revealed ways that the county can pay
for it.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9B
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While a number of hurdles have to be
cleared before the county is able to unleash
more water, one thing was certain from the
year-long water supply study — it’s going
to have a hefty price tag — at least $100
million.
“If the county wants more water, the
cost is going to increase in the future,
regardless,” said Jim Sheedy, a Charlotte
attorney who has served as the county’s
attorney for utility matters for years.
In the interim, Franklin County secured
an agreement with Louisburg to purchase
more water on a temporary basis. And, the
county executed an agreement to purchase
water from Raleigh in emergency situations.
•Various groups struggled to help feed
the less fortunate over Thanksgiving, a
task made more difficult by the COVID-19
pandemic. One event was the Thanksgiving Food and Coat Distribution held at St.
Paul Presbyterian Church. The holiday
event replaced the annual dinner that was
provided by A Blessing Inc. which operates a soup kitchen and food pantry in the
county.
•Franklinton officials scheduled a work
session so they can better determine how
to un-muddy Mixed Use Districts in town.
As the name implies, Mixed Use Districts, commonly referred to as MUD, are
intended to allow for a ‘planned’ blend
of residential, institutional, and neighborhood-serving commercial uses.
However, Town Manager Gregory
Bethea told the board that MUD districts
haven’t been as planned as the town
would like and have become a catchall for
mixed and matched development. As a
result, town staff plans to reach out to the
180 parcels in its MUD to get feedback on
how they envision the property developing.
December
•The Franklin County Board of Commissioners took a second look at plans to
turn the old Walmart building on Bickett
Boulevard into office space. Oakley Collier
Architects had presented commissioners
with floor plans and an artist’s rendering
of their plans to transform 35,909 square
feet of the old big box store into county
office space.
During the board’s Nov. 2 meeting,
architects and county staff hit commissioners with the price tag — $2.37 million. Commissioners balked and, per the
board’s unanimous request, architects and
staff were told to scale back the proposal
and build something more practical.
•Christmas was destined to look much
different because of the pandemic. All
Christmas parades except the one in
Youngsville were called off to keep people
safe and many other activities were curtailed as well. Louisburg hosted a virtual
tree lighting and there were opportunities
for selfies with Santa one day at the Louisburg Amphitheater.
•Franklinton officials got more familiar
with proposed changes to an ill-defined
district that runs along two major thoroughfares in town. Town had been working to better define the town’s Mixed Use
District — a zone intended to allow for a
‘planned’ blend of residential, institutional, and neighborhood-serving commercial
uses.
Essentially, the zone and properties in
question sit along N.C. 56 and U.S. 1-A.
The goal is to marry those two, establishing zoning that matches what’s already
there, defining what could take place and
rooting out plans that might not fit.
•Franklin County health workers were
ready to distribute COVID-19 vaccines,
but were months away from having
enough of the vaccine to cover health care
workers, let alone the public, health officials said. Health Director Scott LaVigne
updated commissioners on the state of the
pandemic in Franklin County during the
board’s Dec. 7 meeting, noting that there
were 2,266 cases of the coronavirus, attrib-
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uting for 34 deaths.
“... The county trend over the past 14
days has been awful,” LaVigne said. “We
have logged our highest numbers in the
history of the pandemic. “Franklin County,
also on Dec. 5, saw our highest single day
number of cases in the history of the pandemic with 50 cases reported in one day.
“The trend line is drastically going up,”
he said. “It’s close to vertical, especially
over the last few days,”LaVigne said.
•After 120 years, Franklin County’s
governing board became Republican-led.
During the board’s first December meeting, commissioners selected their chairman and vice chairman, but it was not
without some intrigue. Commissioners
Michael Schriver and David Bunn were
selected as the board’s chair and vice chair,
respectively. Harry Foy, who last served as
chair and vice chair for the board in 2003,
voted against their appointments. He did
not say why.
•Commissioners chopped off three
minor options for the new office building, approving an upfit to the old Walmart
building that will cost $2.2 million. The
move was a far cry from what officials
indicated about reducing the cost a few
weeks earlier.
“[When] we got this really big price tag
[during the Nov. 2 meeting] it was kind
of surprise to us,” said Chair Michael
Schriver. “[But] when you spread that cost
out over the 20-year lease that we’re going
to have, and divide it into the [35,909]
square footage ... when you do that ... it is
an extremely cost effective number.
•As the number of COVID-19 cases continued to climb in Franklin County, the
county school system will return to at least
a week of remote-only learning following the holiday break. The school board
decided that the district would return to
Plan C, with no face-to-face classes during
the week of Jan. 4 to 8 to give school officials a chance to assess the effect on both
students and staff of the long Christmas,
New Year’s break.
•It was a little late to take a Christmas
“wish list” to Santa Claus, so the Franklin County Board of Education voted to
take it to the county commissioners at that
board’s first meeting in January.
The wish list, formally known as a statemandated Facility Needs Survey, shows
just over $69.1 million in facility needs for
the district over the next decade. Roughly
$51.2 million of those needs will come in
the next five years.
•Superior Court Judge John Dunlow
appointed a new, permanent clerk of
court, days before Christmas. Former
county commissioner Shelley Dickerson was appointed — rejoining the office
where she served as an assistant clerk of
court for eight years until 2014.
She most recently served as a clerk in
Warren County. Dickerson takes over for
Henry W. Hight, a retired superior court
judge who was appointed, temporarily, to
fill the post after Dunlow suspended Patricia Chastain in July. Superior Court Judge
Thomas H. Lock removed Chastain from
the post in October.
• Franklinton appointed a new chief
of police. Town Manager Gregory Bethea
introduced James Davis as chief during
the board’s Dec. 15 meeting.
“He has been a strong leader for this
department,” Bethea said. “He has used
his considerable personal skills to gain the
support of his employees, coworkers, the
Sheriff and others in the community.”
Prior to being named chief, Davis had
been with the Franklinton Police Department for about four years, serving as the
school resource officer.
•Open Broadband badly missed its rollout goal for the year, but they’re heading
into 2021 with momentum, company officials said.
In June 2019, Franklin County approved
a seven-year agreement whereby the Charlotte-area-based company would provide
Internet service to the county, with a focus
on unserved and underserved areas. Out
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Youngsville Mayor Fonzie Flowers reads a Halloween story to
children who showed for the town’s festivities.

Newly appointed Franklin County Clerk of Courts Shelley Dickerson
was administered the oath of office, ending a long controversy.

A MERRY AND MASKED UP CHRISTMAS! Santa Claus is always the
most popular guy around, especially in December. But in order to get their
wish lists to the big guy from the North Pole, certain COVID precautions
were needed in 2020. But even so, Santa was his usual cheery self when
he visited Louisburg and set us shop as the town’s guest at the downtown
amphitheater. In this photo, Jennifer Ohrvall and two of her youngsters,
Isabella, 6, and Conner, 3, were seated on the edge of the stage, keeping safe
but close enough that Santa got their messages.
of the seven-year agreement, four of them
include annual financial payments of up to
$188,000, based on benchmarks and availability of service. So far, the county had
paid about $76,000.
Results of that agreement began to
materialize, for users, at the end of October when Open Broadband began deploying free, Wi-Fi service at Owens Park on
Massenburg Baker Road.
As of presstime, Open Broadband had
only 16 customers.
•Developers were breathing new life
into Franklinton by revitalizing buildings

and luring new business to town. Simultaneously, a group of volunteers was working to revive a bit of history once faded
from many of those older buildings.
In 2013, efforts that would become
known as the Franklinton GhostSign Project began when Craig Pendleton spearheaded the restoration of the Coca Cola
sign on the side of the former City Service
Station — also the former site of Johnny’s
on Main.
“It’s about history, preserving it the way
it was,” said Pendleton, who makes his
living in marketing.
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